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life- long constipation 


corrected in days 


Years of obstinate constipation can be corrected in days with Cellothyl A 
report by Bargen' showed that “striking” results can be obtained in patients, 
with “no ordinary form of constipation” but with life-long dysfunction. 


In “ordinary” cases, Cellothyl is equally effective. In patients taken at ran- 
dom from routine office practice, results were “excellent” or “good” in 
92°. of cases.? 


Physiologic correction—in the colon: Cellothyl provides bulk where it is 
needed—in the colon. It passes through the stomach and upper intestines 
as a fluid and thickens to a smooth gel in the colon to provide bulk for soft, 
moist, easily passed stools. Easy-to-take tablets assure patient-cooperation. 
The usual starting dose is 3 tablets t.i.d., each dose accompanied by at least 
one glass of water. Daily fluid intake should be high. As normal function 
returns, the Cellothy! dosage may be gradually reduced. 

1 Gastroenterology 13-275 (Oct.) 1949. 2 N.Y State J. Med. 41822 (Aug ) 1948 
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MEDICINE 


In this issue of the Quarterly Review of Internal Medicine and Der 
itelogy we present abstracts of a considerable number of foreign pub 
>, any of which report the use of drugs or therapeutic pro 
cedures whieh are unfamiliar or rarely emploved in the United States 
This is done in the belief that such information will be of interest to our 
readers. In general, however, the claims advanced should be regarded 


and ske pticalls until adequate confirmation is obtammed 
from other sources 


very eritiealls 


Infectious Diseases 


Infection in Searlet Fever Paul S. Rhoads, Guy P. 
Rost, Chicago, Il Ann. Int. Med. 32: 30-35, 

study was undertaken to determine whether the carrier state for 
sTreptococes has been terminated and whether recovery from 
er Was complete at the time quarantine was lifted in accord 

e regulations of the State Health Department of Ilinois 
hutmdred and sixtv-three searlet fever patients Prom ¢ ‘ook County 
is Disease Hospital were examined at the time of discharge, 
nose and throat, urine examinations and sedimenta 
Those with positive cultures for hemolytic strep 
at weekly intervals thereafter until the cultures 
e«dimentation rates normal. It was found that 
irbored hemolvtie stre plococer at the time of 
a sedimentation rate above 20 mm by the 
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munity, Reeruits and seasoned men were equally affected when 
living under comparable conditions. In this respect, these outbreaks re 
semble those reported by American workers (Amer. J. Hive. 48: 253) 
but differ from those commonly occurring in Britain where the incidence 
among recruits has usually been much higher than among trained men. 
The Paris strain of virus had rarely been experienced in this country 
before and would have been expected to provoke an equal incidence 
“among recruits and seasoned men. It was not proved, however, that 
this strain was responsible for the outbreaks as a whole. It is sug 
vested that the behavior of future epidemies in Britain may be of in 
terest in this connection. 3 references. 1 table. 1 chart.—Author’s 
abstract 


Deaths from Inftluenza—Statistieal and Laboratory Investigations, 
Stuart Hlarris. Zi nwa Frank and Tune Shy ld, EK naland. 
Brit. M. J. 4648: 263-66, Feb. 4. 1950. 


An analysis was made of the main elinieal findings ina group of cases 
in Sheffield and the Midlands reported by practitioners on death certifi 
ates as being due immediately or remotely to influenza, Twenty-nine 
recorded death’ from influenza during the period 1948 49 of inter-epi 
demic or negligible prevalence of influenza were compared with 85 simi 
lar deaths from influenza occurring during the 1949 epidemic of in 
Huenza A An analysis was made of the age and sex distributions. and 


feation of the immediate causes of death as: (1) cardiac (including 


heart failure, myocarditis and mvocardial degeneration): (2) influenza 
and influenzal pneumonia; (3) pneumonia; (4) bronchitis. 

No significant differences existed between the non epidemic and the 

epidemic series of cases Details given by »oractitioners of the clinical 

sin the So ¢ price tie Cases indieated the close association between 

Vascular con plications and the re spiratory tract infection. There 

tistical evidence that the epidemic series ineluded any par 

clinical Varieties, the majority of the subjects being 

orover at time of death 

with this study, laboratory investigations were made in a 

ft acute deaths occurring in Sheffield during the 1949 

prevalences Nine cases vielded an influenza virus 

gy, S being cases of pneumonia and 1 a case of con 

Staphiy lococeal infection of the lung existed in 

ases of pneumonia and 4 of the virus-nevative 


if fluenza virus were se rolowically similar to those 


im 1°47 ane ¢ lussedin the United States as influenza 
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charted by the author, indicating first and second choice, little value and 
unknown value. The value of chloromycetin is still largely unknown. 
It is pointed out that adequate doses of an antibiotic must be emploved, 
Vet the patient should not be overtreated, because the drugs are expen 
sive and mav have toxie after-effeets. Furthermore, the effeet of the 
druy should be promipt ib conditions except those in bones, in 
thrombi at din certain othe Tissues requiring prolonged exXposure to the 
drug If the action is bactericidal the therapeutic effect is prompt but 
is bacteriostatic, the effect be delaved., Whereas a resistance 
ay develop to both streptomyein and to penicillin, it is uneommon in 
aureomvern and chloramphenicol therapy. Simultaneous use of two or 
Hore antibiotics is recommended in severe or fulminating infections. 
The antibiotics should be used only when indicated as a rational pro 
cedure, never in the hope that some good may result, for the patient 
nay become sensitized without being helped 

These drugs are also valuable in prophylaxis of infections. The in 
of gonorrhea in persons exposed to the infection is markedly 
decrensed bry intramuseular of SOOO units of procaine pent 
eillin G. Decrease in the incidence of syphilis, in those exposed, follows 
administration of GOQ,000 units of procaine penicillin G in oil with 2% 


enrate Beta hemolytic streptococeal or thenimgo 


eceal infections may be prevented in closed communities by use of ervs 
falline pemeintin G given orally. Aureomyein given orally in doses of 
- (im. daily for 3 davs has been found effeetive in prevention of puer 
peral infeetion Prophylactic use of the antibiotics alone or in com 
bination with the sulfonamides has markedly decreased postoperative 
Hieetions. Sinee procaine penteillin G has become available, the use 
fervstalline pens ity be reserved for of severe infee 
thon, given in doses of 26,000 units and upward inftramuseularly, at in 
tervals of hours dav and night until the infeetion is controlled. <A 


Valuable preparation is that containing SOOL000 units of procaine 


(i with 10000 units of ervstalline penicillin G and administered 


tTramuscularly in aqueous solution at Sto 12-hour intervals. Proeaine 
pemeilin Goin vegetable oil with 2° aluminum monostearate added, 
to pot ulariv, may be used in prophylaxis 


ind treatment of mild and moderate iv severe infections which are sus 
cept ble to the effects of lin boxes ploin treatment of svphilis it 
ay be given intramuscularly at 48 to 60-hour intervals. The author 
does not recomend use of penicillin by mouth in treatment of systemic 
nriections 
streptot cin in treatment of tubs reulosis, except and 
eningeal, is given intramuseulariv in 0.9 Gm. doses at 12-hour inter 
ils for atleast 42 days. In miliary or meningeal tuberculosis it is ad 
nistered in ¢ 7. Om doses at intervals of 12 hours for 9) to 120 days, 
with para aminosaliev acid, 12 Gm of PAS 
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Prevention and Treatment of Severe Penicillin and Other Drug Reae 
HH. Rouse San Antonio, Ts South. M. 45: 105 
March 1950, 


We believe that generalized drug reactions are due to the adminis 
tration of a slowly absorbed preparation of a drug to an individual who 
has previously been sensitized to that drug. A vreat majority, if not 
all of these reactions can be prevented through adequate and accurate 
history-taking to determine whether the individual is allergie and 
whether he is likely to have been sensitized at an earlier date. Promis 
cuous administration of drugs such as penicillin in minorailments, when 
other drugs would suffice, should be avoided, and when given to an aller 
gic patient the drug should be in a form that ean be easily and ade 
quately absorbed 

Our suggested doses of **benadryl’* may appear drastic, but they 
aire not routine The Vv are reserved only for the comparatively stnall 


nut ber of cases not vie lding to ordinary doses Such dloses possibly 


would be of some risk in less ill eases where thers eXists a nulder antigen 
antibody reactivity to be neutralized Patients should be started on 
smaller doses but if control of svn ptoms is not adequate, the dose should 
be increased without hesitation. Individuals nay develop tolerance to 
an antifistaminic drug, and re quire either an increase in dosage of that 
drug or a change to a second antihistaminie drug with a different chem 
eal composition, Finally, we should not lose sight of the fact that an 

dividual reaeting allergieally to a drug is in a state of plivsieal im 
balance, and numerous other atopens may enter the picture, intensify ing 
and prolonging his symptoms. [tis just as important to eliminate these 
as itis to mamtain proper and adequate medication Author's 


Penietllin.® Walliam Simon, Dayton. Ohio Ann. Al 
201, Mareh-April 1950 


haneffort to reduce skin reactions to penicillin, added 
Merrell) in 1 ce. of normal saline to each LOO 000 
pementin All medical patients put on ervstalline 
utinely given this deeapryn-peniceillis The surgical 
linn pert n were used as controls All patients 
ne lot number, the only difference being 

it administered to the medical patients, 

blow levels were the same with 

action of the antihistamine made 

painful to the patient, or 


percentage of reactions was 6.5 
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There were 18 gram-negative organisms: 12 of the patients responded 
to treatment. In vitro sensitivity tests gave a fair estimate of the 
prognosis but were not helpful in determining the dosage necessary for 
treatment. Thirty-eight organisms were tested for streptomycin sensi 
tivity, sl of whieh were found to be sensitive to 9 units or less per cubic 
centimeter, and of these, treatment was successful in 21 Seven were 
found to be sensitive to more than & units per cubic centimeter; treat 


nt Was suceesstul in onlv one. 


The range of streptomyvein dosage and the duration of treatment 
varied widely but in general were shorter than those mdvocated for pent 
ellis This is fortunate because of the uniformity of appearance of 
toxte symptoms. ‘The decision as to when to discontinue streptomycin 
in the face of a tavorable resporse and the appearance of toxte svinp 
toms remains a diffieult one This is even more so because bacterial 
sensitivity to streptomvern decreases rapidly, unlike that to penicillin. 
An organism in which sublethal doses of streptomvern are used soon 


to further treatment 
The pertinent f 


Te 


eatures of the cases reviewed are summarized in a 
tarbil \ case of subacute bacterial endocarditis caused by an organism 
us Bacteroides is presented Infection probably oceurred 

h the extraction of teeth six months before treatment The illness 
fated to respond to penicillin in massive doses (up to o,000,000 units per 
) but was completely eradicated by streptomycin (4 Gm. daily for 28 
Syiiptoms of streptomvern toxicity appeared at the end of the 

Week Fourteen months ufter treatment the man was well and 


Hees figure table Author's abstract 


o work 


Two Year Follow Up Report of Patients with Miliary and Meningeal 
Tuberculosis Treated with Streptomvein Paul A. Bunn. Syracuse 
) Am. J. M. Se. 219; 127-32, Feb. 1950 


bacteriologically or pathologicalls proved 
ubereniosis were treated within Veterans Ad 
om April, 1946 through July, 1947, and the sur 
or two vears The study was part of the Vet 
streptomyvern program carried on in cooperation 
epartments of the U.S. Army and the Navy 
ul nistered parenteral 1S Gm. daily, to all 
nyitis, streptomvern Was given intratheealls 
perinjection, Treatment was 
Was The int al between the 
ment varied widely Average duration of in 
loo dave, and no patient with meningitis re 


than 44 intraspinal injections 
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onary involvement, 44° survived more than a vear; in 21 patients 
showing miliary lesions in the lungs, the percentage of survivals was 
alinost the same (45°); but of 14 patients with fibro-caseous pulmonary 
lesions, only 20° survived. In cases in which the meningitis Was com 
plicated by focal neurologic signs, the majority (77%) of patients died 
Within forty-five days; none of the patients who survived over a year 
showed foeal symptoms. 31 references. 11 tables. 1 figure (graph). 

These reports are in harmony with previous studies in indicating 
that stre plomycin crerts an ung ue stionably favorable effect on these 
pres wtractabls fypes of fuberculous infection. This seems to be 
de fincte ly ‘ nhane oad tu para-amtne alu le The pores nlage of pa 
tients who survive for protracted portods, however, stil disappoint 


small Morro. 


Streptomvein Treatment of Tuberculous Pericarditis (11 trattamento 
lella prrewardtte tubercolare con streptomictna) P.C. Curti and 
Baron Riv. di pat. e clin. d. tubere, 22: 288-97, Sept.-Oet, 
1949 


Following withdrawal of the inflammatory fluid in 3 cases of acute 


vears of age, re 


tuberculous pericarditis in patients of 22, 25 and 3: 


spectively streptomvein was injected into the pericardial se The 
dose injected was from 1 to 2 Gm. in 6 ce. of pis siologic saline Tu 
berele bacilli were found in the pericardial exudate of all the cases. 
From 60 to 100 ce, of air were also injected Shortly after the injeetion 
of streptomycin the exudative symptoms subsided, with improvement in 


both the general and loea! condition This treatment led to rapid lis 


Appearances of all al, radiologic and electrocardiographic sivns of 


ense Y references, 6 figures 


Peritonitis. Charles A. Badey and Cecil 
on, Dd, ¢ Brit. M. J. 1: 271-73, Feb. 4, 1950. 


‘ive patients with generalized peritonitis secondary to perforating 
vastromtestinal tract were benefited by treatment with 
these received the drug postoperativels : the fifth 


wien! interventior 7 references 2 figures 
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idly effective and there Wiis ho case of recurrenhee in this “group. (one of 
these cases was complicated by encephalitis, but chloromycetin proved 
effective in this condition also and recovery was complete. Adult 
women, according to the results in the author's Chses, are ey more 
likely to have recurrences of typhoid fever than males, and they are also 
nore prone to complications, as intestinal hemorrhage oceurred in 2 
cases, and cholecystitis in 1 ease. The 1 death was probably due to in 
testinal perforation. In this fatal case the patient was not hospitalized 
until the twentieth day of the disease, and because of her severe illness, 
there was difficulty in giving chloromyeetin by mouth 

Since this report was prepared for publication, 14 additional pa 
tients with typhoid and paratyphoid fever have been treated with chloro 
mveetin. Might of these occurred in males, in 7 of whom the disease was 
promptly cured, whereas 1 showed a reeurrence. Of the 6 cases in 
women, recurrences occurred in 4 instances after treatment with 25 to 
30 Gam. of chloromvyecetin. There was also 1 death im this gyroup,; this 
was a wornan who had been ill at home for a month before admission to 
the hospital 


loromveetin im Abdominal Typhoid (Null della 
Ldaminals Anfonto Castello. Vansucto 


trenoa, Italy Riforma med. 63: 036-37, 


hloromveetin was used for the treatment of 5 patients with typhoid 
including 4 females and 1 male ranging in age from 13 to 57 

| dose was & Gm. divided into fractional doses of 0.25 

stered every 4 hours All the patients recove red quickly 

\ recurrence was noted only in a single case, but it 


sponded promptly to renewed treatment. The early negative results 


~ hy stools ilt portant only from a thera 


ith nt thr standpoint oft prophylaxis and 


i was well tolerated in all cases and no 
Seven davs after cessation of treatment, the 
portal although a slight neutropenia with relative 


rsisted. There was also a slight rise in eosinophils 
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ease Was of the typhoidal type. Treatment was begun early before the 
diagnosis was confirmed serologically The dosage of chloromvecetin 
was 3 Gm. as an initial dose and 0.25 Gm. every two hours for the older 
patient, and 2 Gm. as an initial dose and 0.25 Gm, every three hours for 
the vounger patient (10 vears of age). Symptoms subsided within 24 
hours. The patients were both discharged after 3 days in the hospital, 
but both suffered a relapse. Treatment with chloromycetin was again 
begun with the same dosage and was continued for 6 days, with gradual 
reduction of the dosage after the third day There was no recurrence 
of symptoms, and the father soon returned to his regular work. The 


vood results obtained in these eases of tularemia with chloromycetin 


are of interest, since streptomyvern has been reported as the most effec 


tive antibiotic drug in the treatment of tularemia 1 reference. 2 fig 
ures (graplis) 


(Chloromyve etin Therapy ith Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. Report of 
Two Cases. FE. H. Edwards, WH. Irwin, Leeds, Ala, and Howard 


L. Holley irmingham, Ala. J. M. A. Alabama 19: 165-66, Dee. 
140 


\ report of 2 cases of Roeky Mountain Spotted Fever treated with 

the new antibiotic, chloromveetin, indicates that this drug is an effective 
t im this disease The dosage used was that reported as effective 
nserub typhus. An initial dose of 50 mg. per Kg. of body weight was 
administered to bot patients This was followed a dose of JOU mie. 
three hours until approximately 30 Gm. had been given. Both 
patients had an uneventful recovery, even though one was tn a comatose 
on when admitted to the hospital This patient showed iuprove 

ithin 12 hours after institution of therapy 3 references, 
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Paul Teng and Fraul / VMeleneu, Neu York, N } Surgery 
Mareh 150 


intramuscular injections, bacitracin does not 
normal blood-brain barrier and reaches the 
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rlievelot bacitracin can obtained 
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Author's abstract 
By intravenous o1 
readily pass through t 
cerebrospina tluid onl 
When the thenitivwes are s 
eal meningitis, a cons derabls 
n the cerebrospinal fluid 
rst ation of bacitracin, 


i) 
My 
LA 

\ 

M 

Dk 

I) 

\ 

\ 

IN 

1) 


ul 


q 
(INTERN 
| 
Heol bacitracin alone was imac 
| ‘ 
' thie amd should be tried in eases 
4 \ \ 662 G0, Sent. Olet. 1449 
itt i it 
| 
j vith p 
‘ i al t} 
| ‘ rial 
i} 
| Result 
>i 
| 


INTERNAL MEDICINE AND DERMATOLOGY 237 


of comparable cases previously treated with penicillin aerosol alone 
Improvement lasted from two weeks to one vear, depending, in many in 
Stances, upon the Prequency of common colds. 

facteriologic studies, including sensitivity tests, were made on 
pharyngeal cultures from 31 patients prior to treatment No organisms 
were inhibited only by penicillin; 1 was inhibited only by bacitracin; 9 
not inhibited by penicillin were sensitive to bacitracin; 10 net inhibited 
by bacitracin were inhibited by penicillin. Organisms equaily sensitive 
to penicillin and bacitracin were 57.6°>. Culture studies before and 
after treatment in 17 patients revealed no definite correlation between 
clinieal results and changes in bacterial flora. No absorption of baci 
tracin from the respiratory system could be demonstrated in this series 
There were 2 unfavorable local reactions possibly due to bacitracin 
The authors suggest that in repeated infections, especially in children, 
itmayv be in portant to search for and to treat any suspected carriers 


LD references 6 tables Author's abstract. 


The Effect of Procain Penicillin on the Bacteriostatic Action of Sulfa 
ra and V/ A aaan, ¢ hic ado, Iii. Lab. & (lin. 


63-65, Jan. 150 


mercial procaine penicillin preparations contain ap 

of procaine per mil. and 300,000 Oxford units 

Some authorities have urged that ‘‘as long as 

lity of inhibition of sulfonamide by para aminobenzore 

om procaine,’’ that erystalline pe nicillin should be 
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Diseases Caused by Animal Parasites 
The Therap utic Value of Sulfonamides, Arsenic Compounds and Anti 
malaria Drugs in Experimental Toxoplasmosis (De therapie van ea 
pormments le } lasmosis met enkele sulfonamides, arseenverbmm 
lingen en antimalaria middelen), H. van Thiel, Leiden, The 
Vetherlands Neder] tijdsch Geneesk. 93: 3818-21, Nov. 5, 1949. 


The results of the experimental studies by van Thiel are in aceord 
ance with those obtained by Sabin and Warren. Arsenic compounds and 
antimalaria drugs did not alter the course of the disease in mice which 
had been imoculated with toxoplasma 

Giood therapeutic results were obtained with percoccide, sulfameza 
thine and sulfadiazine in mice after intracerebral inoculation of toxe 
Plastna. When intraperitoneal inoculation was used, no difference was 
observed between the effeet of sulfapyridine and sulfathiazole and that 
of the above mentioned chemotherapeutic agents. In some of the treated 

atatent infection persisted, and in those mice immunity was estab 
d. Other mice, however, recovered completely 
Percoceide is recommended for treatment of toxoplasmosis in man. 
le is absorbed rapidly, is excreted rather slowly and can be ad 
ered during a long period without toxic effect 


Respiratory Disorders and Diseases 

nitis: Its Clinieal and Pathologie Report 
~ Showing Interstitial Pneumonitis and Unusual Choles 
William R. Waddell. Ronald C. Sniffen and Richard 

H. Sweet, Boston, Mas J. Thoracie Surg. 18: 707-37, Oet. 1949 
Ten cases of patients with chronic, nonsuppurative interstitial pneu 
+ treated by surgical excision are presented in detail. The clinical 
are diseussed as well as the findings at opera 
the recognition of the lesion. The morphologic observa 
ected spectiens are outlined and compared to other 
standing pneumonitis, in some of which the etiologic fae 
\ feature of the condition is the deposit within the 
echvina of bigh coneentrations of cholesterol and choles 
of these materials and their bearing upon the 


dlisctissed relerences fig 
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PAS. The following changes were observed il) erythrocytes and 
hemoglobin were only slightly affected, with an increase not exceeding 
also. the wi ite corpus les showed an increase of which per 


in oniv Sore natanees: (2) leukoevtes were inereased by about 
with neutropenia, Iwiphoeytosis, slight eosinophilia and little 
change in basophils and monoevtes: (3) the Arneth index was shifted to 
the right in 70) of the cnses No such chanwe was observed in patients 
who failed to respond to this treatment In them the Arneth index was 
displace cd wt olly to the left The prognostic siynificance of 
the blood pieture in patients treated with PAS is stressed. 20 refer 


erices 3 tables 


Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and Diseases of the Liver with 
Unsaturated Fatty Acids | The rape der Lunas niuberkulose und 
Leherkrankheiten mit unqesattiqten Fettsauren) Hanel. 
Deutsche med. Wsaebr. 74: 1445-45, Now. 25, 1949. 


deveneration of the liver is observed in severe cases of 
pulmonary tuberculosis. Diseases of the liver also have a deleterious 
effect in pulmonary tuberculosis, so a vicious circle is established, Thus 


epidemic hepatitis may fatally reduce the defense mechanism in pul 
thonary tubereulosis An atten yet be tnade to stimulate the weakly 


r eells and thus increase resistance to the tuberculous 

- administration of unsaturated fatty acids. They take 
part metabolic processes, increase bile secretion and regulate 
blow (iood results have been obtained by administration of 
Uns: attv acids in some allergic diseases. The healing effect 
of ead | oilin tuberculosis is not due to its content of vitamins A and 
I). but to its content of unsaturated fatty acids, which inhibit growth of 
the tubercle bacillus even ina dilution of 1:5,000. Horse serum contains 
a lary quantit f unsaturated fatty acids, and horses are almost im 
mune to tuberculosis. These acids are used for defense and are easily 
used up during fectious diseases. Thev facilitate dissolution of the 


oating of the tuberele bacillus, thus accelerating destruetion of the 


author tried vitamin F coneentrate, and later desewal, in enses of 
therculosis, and noted a definite improvement im 

ny to respond to the usual treatment were in 
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Cardiovascular Disorders and Diseases 
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infarction have dealt with hospitalized patients, it was felt that the inet 


dence of painless and asymptomatic myocardial infaretion could be bet 


ter approximated by studying a gainfully emploved group using the 
electrocardiogram as the diagnostic index. These puitients are members 
of a large labor union whose jobs run the whole gamut of physical re 


quirements necessary in industry. All of the patients were ambulatory. 


One hundred consecutive cases with unequivocal electrocardiographie 
patterns of myocardial infarction were studied. Of this total group 7 
patients were entirely asymptomatic and the diagnosis of infarction was 
incidental to a general medical examination. Fifty-two patients gave 
histories of acute episodes compatible with the classical pieture of myo 
eardial infarction. In some of these patients the symptoms deseribed 
had not been attributed at the time to an acute cardiac episode but were 
recog mad as such in retrospect after the elec trocardiographie evidence 
of infaretion was obtained. It was surprising to find that of 14 patients 
with typical histories of infarction occurring within two months prior to 
date of examination, 7 patients had either continued working o1 had re 
turned to work after one or two days’ rest at home. Of the entire group 
of o2 patients, on lv 21 had exertional angina and only one had angina at 
rest, and of these only 3 were so disabled by the angina that they were 


nnable to work 


Forty-one patients gave an atypical history. In this group were pa 
tents with symptoms of cardiac insufficreney of varving degrees of sever 
itv but with no history of an acute attack of chest pain to warrant recog 

by the patient or his physician as a ** heart attack.” Angina pee 

toris and exertional dvspnea were the commonest complaints in this 
group. Three patients were in obvious congestive failure at the time 
atid Were unable to work The others were holding down 


with varving regularity, ke pending on the severity of thers 


apacity of patients who have had a myocardial im 
conomic importance to themselves and to the commun 
th the group of patients hereu reported tends 
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From a studs of the reported cases it is seen that interference 
With the coronary blood supply in disseeting aneurvsin can arise in sev 
eral Ways, some demonstrable at autopsy and some conjectural. It can 
be shown postmortem to have resulted from the dissection of the aorta 
occluding the coronary ostia or extending into the coronary arteries, 
The tissues surrounding the coronary arteries may be seen at autopsy 
oO be anhitrated by blood extravasated from the leaking aneurvsm, as in 
our cause Blood surrounding the coronary arteries does not necessarily 
cotmpress ther, and it is possible that irritation of the vessel wall by 
blood clot may lead to spasin. Compression w ithin the pret icardial sae by 
blood clot or perk aurdial adhesions has been sugvested but we feel that it 
is unlikely Cardiographic changes may occur in dissecting aneurvsm 


Without obvious local lesion of the coronary arteries, as a result—it has : 


been suggvested——of massive hemorrhage from the aneurvem but, again, 


we feel that there is no strong evidence in favor of this view. Finally, 


incidental mvocardial infaretion is also a possibility 


Although there are no pathognomonic cardiographite changes, we 


would draw attention to several characteristic features, namely the ab 


sence of abnormal () waves, the presenes of RS-T seutiernt elevation, the 


transient and often rapidly changing nature of the curves, and the fact 


that the cardiogram is not typical of acute infaretion. Actual infaretion 


s very rare in these cases Dissection of eve nh both COTONATS arteries 


can occur without eardiographice change We reeord an example in 


whine 1 both eoronaryv arteries were surrounded by extravasated blood, 


the cardiogram indicating that the area of ischemia was limited to the 


nantero-lateral puart al thre le tt ventru le 


This probe His Of pra tical interest because it mav be most diffieult 


clinteally to differentiate cardiac infaretion from dissecting aortic aneu 


=! The tinding of cardiographie changes sugvesting involvement of 


the coronary arteries to the clifty ulties Fortut ately, whe the 


ea.diogwram that results from involvement of the coronary arteries by a 


dissecting aortic aneurvsm is studied it is found that, although it differs 
from that tvpieal of cardiac infaretion, it has several features of its own 
which should sugvest the correct diagnosis. 20 references figures 


Mesenteris Vasenlar Oeeh sion Studs of Cases of Oeelusion of 
hnson and Archie Il Baaa nstoss, Roche ster, 
Mavo (lin. 24: 628-26, Dee. 7, 1949, 


ogieal and clinical) was made on 09 cases of mesen 


erie venous occlusion, excluding those due to strangulation by hernia, 


ussusceptlion or volvulus Possible etiologic factors for oeclusion of 


norder of nev of occurrence were infee 
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from cerebrovascular insult; 17° died suddenly, and 16% died 
from noncardiac causes. Among the hypertensive patients the average 
age at onset for men Was 66.6 vears, for women 60.4 vears. The average 
duration of manifest hypertension was 8S vears for men and 13.7 vears 
for women. A cerebrovascular insult was the cause of death in 27‘ of 
the women and in 16° of the men. Sixty-one per cent of the men and 
42°. of the women died a cardiac death. 

There is a brief discussion of the significance of these data. 6 refer 
ences, table.— Author's abstract, 


The Katz Treatment for Ischemia of the Extremities. An Analysts of 
25 Cases (Tratamiento con eter | metodo de Katz| de las isquemtas de 
membros fnalisis de 25 casos.) Antonio Ego Gross Rev 
As. méd. argent. 65. 608-10, Dee. 15-30, 1949 


The Katz ether treatment is recommended for the treatment of 
ischemic conditions of the extremities, including arteritis obliterans, dia 
betic and post-traumatic circulatory disturbances, Raynaud's disease, 
ote This method consists ot drop infusion of 1000 ce, of tsetonte saline 
solution to which has been added, unmediatels prior to injection, 
of anesthetic ether The rate of infusion should not exceed Hi) drapes purr 
minute at the beginning. If this infusion is injected too rapidly, the 
patient may developehills. Oeeastonally vomiting results. Fat embolism 
has been reported in only one ease, in which the infusion was made 
shortly after a meal This is a mistake, sinee following the intake of 
food there is usually a state of hvperlipen ia With the technie de 

bed, no cor plication of sufficient severity to necessitate interruption 
of the treatment was noted In order to avoid the dangers associated 
with intravenous the rapy, Burlande and Basch have sugwested the reetal 
natillation of YO ce. ether in SO ce. of onl In this series of patients 
treated by the drop infusion, excellent results were obtained in 60°, 


air resultsin 12 and prerant results in ZS of the cases 
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sented in this paper, showing how the instrumental observations in each 
case verified other clinical and laboratory findings. It is believed that 
this method should prove of value not only in the diagnosis of vascular 
disease, but also in the determination of sites of amputation and in the 
evaluation of various forms of medical and surgical therapy. 2 refer 
ences 4 ficures Author's abstract 


The Lipid Disturbance in Biliary Obstruction and Its Relationship to 
the Genesis of Arteriosclerosis. H. Ahrens, Rocke 
feller Institute for Medwal Research, New York, N. Y. Bull. New 
York Acad. Med. 26: 151-62, Mareh 1950. 


Cholesterol has been found in atheromatous plaques; a type of ar 
teriosclerosis has been induced experimentally in rabbits by cholesterol 
feeding, and elinu ally premature atheromatosis has been observed ina 


variety of diseases characterized by hypercholesterolemia. All these 


findings suggest that cholesterol may be an etiologic agent in arterio 
sclerosis.  Reeent laboratory investigations have indicated that the 
various lipid fractions have important physical effects on each other and 
that the etiology of arteriosclerosis is related to abnormal relations of 


cholesterol to phospholipids rather than an increased serum cholesterol 


per se 
\ special study of the serum lipids has been made in 17 patients with 
primary biliary eirrhosis (all females) and 4 cusses ot biliary cirrhosis 
secondary to obstruction of the extrahepatic bile duets (3 females and 
lmale). The clinical symptoms and laboratory observations in these 
two types of biliary cirrhosis are similar. In both groups it Was found 
that patients with the least jaundice showed the least changes in serum 
liptds, while patients with high levels of serum bilirubin showed the 
highest concentrations of serum lipids, and usually developed cutaneous 
Xanthomatosis if the same degree of obstruction persisted for several 
months. Inall the patients with primary or secondary biliary cirrhosis, 
the total serum lipids were much above normal level; the phospholipids 
showed the wre: st pnecrense, but the increase in free cholesterol was 
The fasting serum in these cases of biliary cirrhosis 
. Whereas in all other diseases with hyperlipemia, the 
moos alwavs milky This is attributed to the increased ratio of 
phospholipids to total lipids of biliary cirrhosis. The appearance of 
taneous Xanthomatosis in the patients with biliary cirrhosis paral 
d the degree of elevation of the total serum lipids None of the pa 
serum lipids below me. showed xanthomate 
al serum lipids abowe this level developed 
no parallelisin between skin Xanthomatosis 
None of the patients with xanthomatosis 
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A Clinieal Trial of Rauwolfia Serpentina in ‘Essential Hypertension. 
Rustom Jal Vaki, Bombay, India. Brit. Heart J. 11: 350-55, Oct. 


The hypotensive action of Rauwolfia serpentina (natural order Apo 
eyneae) has been subjected to clinical trial in a series of 50 cases of es 
sential benign hvpertension Tablets of the dried root of this plant 
were pres ribed in Optimum doses, the pationts being subjected to per 
odiceal check ips of the blood pressure, according to a pre arranged 
polar Within a week of R serpentina therapy, 77°. of the eases showed 
a drop of systolic blood pressure ranging from 2 to 3S mm., with an 
averawe drop of i mum A drop of 10m. or over was noted im 40% 


re Was a drop of the diastolie blood pressure ranging 


nun., With an average drop of 6 mm.; a diastolic response 


orover Was noted in foo. In of cases, there was a drop 
ofl both sVatolie 


and diastoln blood pressure after one week oft therapy. 
\fter four weeks of R. serpentina therapy, 85° displayed a drop of sys 
tohe blood pressure varving from 2 to 54 nun. with an average of 21 mim 


\ systolic drop of 10 tim. or over was noted in as many as 74% of cases 


» the diastole pressure showed a drop of 4 to $4 mom. with an 
\ diastohe tall of 5 mim. or over was noted in 72° 
nu or **marked"’ drop of both systolic and 
pressure levels 

According to the behavior of the blood pressure, the author was able 
types of response to R. serpentina therapy, which have 
The hypotensive action was apparent in 91° of cases 
stoppage of all treatment and in 74°. even after four 
ent \ second course, of two weeks, was tried in all 
rval ot four weeks; the blood pressure response to 

ecoond course of tablets was almost as good as during the first 
serpentitia appears to be a rfectly safe remedy, devoid of ans 
etlects Among the few nsant ss encoun 
lon were excessive drowsiness (12° ), lassi 
(O°) ), anorexia (4°) and nausea with vomiting 
the results of R. serpentina therapy in the present 
encouraging In nost cases it was proved capable 
pressure Although its 
tean be reproduced successfully by 
No serious reactions to therapy 
R. se rpentina, therefore, satisfies 
Vpotensive agent formulated by Fvans 
‘from the results of the present invests 
he treatment of patients with high blood 


futh abstract 


ol cases 
the 
from 2 to 1S 
In 
“ave 
Inf 
dia 
/ tor 
breve 
twe : 
Wee 
ter 
2 
we 
il 
pressure references, 2 tables 


PRENAL MEDICINE AND DERMATOLOGY 


Genitourinary Disorders and Diseases 


Seow ntents for Related Articles 


Gastrointestinal Disorders and Diseases 


| 
‘ 
| 
ri 
rest 
toy the inte tructures and 
i i l 
ij dinthe «civestion of certain carbo 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ reflex i 
riate | under control of stimu 
tics unife mits of all the 
‘ 
ify 
‘ 
4 
ral 
‘ +} 
| 
+ 
| 


INTERNAL MEDICINE AND DERMATOLOGY 258 


that the enlargement is a functional hypertrophy to compensate for a 
ile helene of some other organ has been considered. 

Accurate diagnosis of chronic infections and neoplasms of the pare 
tid gland has been enhanced by lipiodel visualization of the duct system. 
Obstructing caleuli can be localized by sialography. Cultures and micro 
scopic examination of the parotid saliva are helpful, as is determination 
of the volume and rate of secretion of the quiescent resting gland. The 


level of the salivary uric acid is an accurate measure of the metabolism 


and funetion of the gland. Diagnosis of true Mikuliez’s disease can be 
only bys histopathologic and histologic eXamination. 45 refer 
ences l graph Author's abstract 


A Study of the Effect of an Anion Exchange Resin on Gastric and Duo 
denal Seeretions and Gastric Emptying. CC. Wilmer Wirts and Mar 
tin BE. Rehfuss, Philadelphia, Pa. J. Clin. Investigation 2%: 37-45, 


Jan. 19950, 


The effect of the use of synthetic resins as exchange adsorbents 
which would take up hydrochloric acid was studied in a group of 70 
patients We concluded as follows: The anion exchange resin emploved 
in this study is effective in neutralizing acid and inactivating pepsin in 
the gi e juice of both aleer and neon-uleer subjects following insulin 
and repeated histamine stimulation. This effect of the resin is com 
parable to that of a modified Sippy powder and aluminum hydroxide if a 

large dose Is emploved. The resin caused a substantial re 
the free acid and pepsin levels and a rise in the pH value in 
contents in beth uleer and non-uleer subjeets following hista 
in reps ated doses The resili dloes not cause rebound 

nor effect emptying 16 references 9 figures, 
emonstrates their complete safety, substances 


thhaline mtatures and adsorhe nts 


Drip Treatment oft | Clark. Wore: ster, 
1: 4235-38. Mareh 11, 1050 


if the treatment of peptic uleer by the continuous drip 
uid that the continuous intra ~ophageal 

redieal treatment of acute and sub 

considerable pain associated 
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aff and thus enables a small staff to 
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evitable Because there seemed a strong possibility that esophageal 
varices might be the source of the bleeding, three small pledgets of 
fibrin foam were tied to a cotton thread one inch apart, and the patient 
Was encouraged to swallow the pledgets until they were in the lower 
portion of the esophagus. The thread was anchored so as to maintain 
the fibrin foam in the desired area. After giving 30 ce. of amphoteric 
aluminum hydroxide the patient was given sips of thrombin solution 


(2.44) units in 20 ce.) every two minutes. The thread was cut 24 hours 
later and allowed to pass. One of the 3 patients was unable to swallow 
the pledgets, so the thrombin solution was given orally without utilizing 
fibrin foam over a period of one-half hour. <A fourth patient with cir 
rhosis of the liver who had severe hemorrhage, presumably from the 
anastomosis 24 hours following a gastric resection, was irrigated with 
saline and given aluminum hydroxide and thrombin solution through 
the nasal tube with prompt cessation of bleeding. 

The favorable results suggest that a solution of thrombin alone, or 
in combination with fibrin foam, may be an adjunct to conservative 
medical therapy of massive upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage. 1 ref 
erences Author's abstract. 


Gastric Polyps. James B. Carey and Lyle J. Hay, Vinneapolis, Minn 


Gastroenterology 14: 280 SO, Feb, 1950. 


This report concerns 64 patients with single or multiple, benign or 


malionant vastri polyps In none of $1 instances was the stomach 


explored surgically, but the existence and character of the one or many 


polyps were verified in each case by several gastroscople and roentgeno 
graph Polyps have been removed from stomachs 
at dl have bes microscopreally were ndenocarcinomas, 


were adenomas, one of which subsequently recurred as adenocarcinoma. 
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tuberculous infection of the stomach can be primary or secondary. 
Gastric tuberculosis, according to the classification of Leriche and 
Mouriquand, is divided into three forms; the uleerative, the hyper 
trophie and the sclerotic or scirrhous. The rarity of the entity makes 
diagnosis seldom possible before operation or even before mie roscople 
examination of the removed Viscus, except in those cases in which other 
active tuberculous foci are present. The clinical manifestations con 
sist in abdominal pains, aggravated after meals and nausea and vomit 
ing or partly digested food Blood ts sometimes detected in stool. The 
patient grows emaciated and dehydrated and soon becomes feverish. 
The roentgen examination is not conclusive, and according to the extent 
of the infiltrated area and of the exulceration, the lesion is diagnosed as 
a peptic uleer or a carcinoma, 

The prognosts ot vastric tuberculosis is not good, even if there is no 
evidenee of another visceral localization. For this reason operation is 
indicated, except in the more advanced cases, A statistical analysis of 
Nieden showed that 57° of the patients were eured. In particular, out 
of 49 surgically treated patients 28 were cured, 14 after vastroenter 
ostomy and 14 after gastrectomy. With the lowering of the mortality of 
vyastrectomy TOW tpuat it has become a frequent procedure, if is probable 
that the results of surgical treatment in gastric tuberculosis will also 
improve, The mortality (not including the immediate postoperative 
mortality) according to Miroli (1929) was 48°° after gastroenterostomy 


and only 11 ifter wastrectomy 


Since 1027, 10 cases of gastric tuberculosis were reported in Greece, 
Of these 4 cases were published in a Greek periodical by Calogirou and 
Sofronis (1927) The next 4 cases were recorded in a dissertation of 
Gabalas ( Athens, 1951) Lastly 2 cases have been presented before the 
(jreek Society of Surgern (December 1945), the first bys Chr topoulos 
and the second by the present authors In our case the elinieal and 
ntgvenological diagnosis Was gastric A partial gastree 
was performed with anastomosis after the method of Reichel 
The postoperative course was uneventful, The patient was 
ion the twelfth postoperative lay She reported one vear 
the operation that she was in voodl health. Histologie diagnosis 

was tuberenlous ulcer of the stomach 
ort of 4 of Calogirou and Sofronts diagnosis was based 
on the histologic examination of a ren oved gastric lymph vland 
fourth ease the histologic examination of the excised gastric tis 
ons i presence of al tubers les Three of Gabalas’ 
had neo surgieal interest because they were autopsy findings. The 
urth was from a specimen after yastrectoms The diagnosis in the 
Christopoulos was alxo based on the histologic examination of 

removed references Author's abstract 
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and seeing vellow, but these subsided on lea ing work. 
Following the accidental bursting of a chloride tank, he became sud 
denly ill with vielent vomiting and had to remain in bed for six days. 


He had severe headache but no respirators distress. He then returned 


to work for three nights, but soon developed nausea and vomiting, 


sweat, headache, paresthesias of the hands and feet, and fibrillary con 


tractions. A few minutes after admission, he suddenly became uncon 


scious with tonie convulsions persisting for five minutes. He did not 


bite his tongue or suffer any urinary or feeal incontinence, but he had 
4 attacks within the first hour following admission. During the inter 
vals between the attacks he appeared quite well. One hour after admis 


sion, he was given 1 my. of atropine sulfate solution subcutaneously, 
followed by 3 atropine pills a day and later 2 pills daily. For a few 
é days, the nausea, fibrillary twitehings and sweats persisted. His pupils 


were small and he complained of strangury. On the twelfth dav, he 


complained of dryness of the mouth and was given an atropine supposi 


torv. He was discharged well after 15 days 


In a second cease, the intoxication was much less severe and the 


symptoms subsided in a few hours. In the first ease deseribed, the 


spasmodic element predon inated whereas in the case reported bys Har 


restrup, pulmonary edema was the chief manifestation. It is prob 


lematic whether rapid recovery was attributable to the atropine 


administered or merely to removal from exposure to the poison Since 


acute ks seem to be preceded by numecrous mitlder attacks a cumu 


lative effect of the poison is suggested Preventive measures such as 


the wearing of rubber gloves, masks and frequent rehef from exposure 


to the potson are recommended. Gardeners, farmers and persons em 


ploved in the manufacture of parathion should be warned of its pos 


sible toxie effect on human subjects and domestic animals. Parathion 


is also known as DPTE and is used to rid plants ot plant lice, moth 


arvae, thites, beetles, ete reterences, 


lized Walled Gas-Pockets Due to Perforation Complicating Ul 
eerntion and Gastrie ¢ arcinonia VWaurt ‘ Feldman. Baltimore Vid. 
(rastroente reiouys 14 13, Keb 1050 


Five illustrative cases of walled-off perforations are reported, 3 
nvolving the duodenum and 2 the stomach. Two types of localized per 
foration may be noted: (1) sealed, and (2) non-sealed Of the sealed 


type, there is a medical variety in which there is a pinpoint perforation 


wl spontaneously seals, and a surgical variety with an associated 
ocalized peritonitis the mecdteal ty per, ~<mall air bubble forms, ad 
i eent or distant to the perforation. The patient is not acutely ill, the 
symptoms subsiding within a brief period of time. In the surgical type, 
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In the management of recurrent ileitis medical measures brought 
about satisfa tory rehef in one-third of the cases. <A secondary opera 
tion was done in 21 cases, in 18 of which further resection of abscessed 
intestine was done. There was one postoperative death in this group, 
and 4 patients developed either recurrent tleitis or ulcerative colitis 
after the second operation, Six patients continued to have nutritional 
disorders, due either to loss of intestine or to persistent disease, It 
seemed that the health and functional integrity were more important 
than the length of intestine remaining after resection. 1 figure. 

Author's abstract 


Chronie Uleerative Colitis—An Allergic Disease. Albert H. Rowe, 


Oakland, Calit Aun. Allergy 7: 727-51, Nov. Dee. 1949. 


The writer's study of chronic uleerative colitis during the last 12 
vears has increasingly indicated that an eezematous-like inflammatory 
reaction to food and less often to pollen and at times to other inhalant 
and drug allergies is its primary cause. When allergy is the sole canse, 
tl eosy rniptorms gradually reduce or disappear with the control of the al 
lergies, When complicating infection, anemia, hypoproteinemia or 
aVitaminosis are present, their treatment also is necessary. 

Allergy best explains the primary lesions. Localized vascular al 
lergy can cause the erythema, edema and a friable and easily bleeding 
mucosa. The ervthema, oozing, and resultant granulation which are 
the main features of active atopic dermatitis are also present in chrome 
uleerative colitis. The herpetic uleers can arise from minute vascular 
thromboses which also cause canker sores, the latter being due to food 
and at times to drug and bacterial allergies. With low resistance, sec 
ondary infection causes fever, abscesses, fistulas, perforation and per 
tonitis. Remissions ean be explamed by the tendeney to refractoriness 
to causative allergens or even to anergy which develops in clinical al 
lergy, explai attacks of recurrent asthma, allergic headaches 
or angioneurotic edema. The seasonal occurrence of symptoms due to 
pollen allergy and the decreased or absent symptoms mn the summer 
months due to food allergy help te explain variations of svmptome 

The tenden for allergy to localize in specific tissues and to limited 
nreas of one tissue and the spre ading tendenev of atopie dermatitis can 
explain the localization and spreading characteristics of ehronie ul 
eerative colitis \s long reported bys the writer, fever mav arise from 
ilergy, especially to foods or drugs, although compleating infeetion 
he usual cause 
Treatment therefore should take food and pollen and to a lesser ex 
erinhalant and drug allergies into account in all cases of chronie 

erative colitis In cases the writer’s fruit-free elimination diet 
ind later his minimal elimination diet usually eontrol food allergies 
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causes. Poor cooperation oceurred In 0 cases. Failure from anti 
allergic and medical treatment occurred in 4 cases. There were 6 pa 
tients, with probable food and inhalant allergy as the major causes, 
under treatment when the article was written, 

lleostomy with or without colectomy was done in 11 cases. In 3 of 
these anti-allergic treatment was refused, although the writer studied 
the patients and felt that it was indicated. In 5 cases the disease had 
been controlled with previous anti-allergic and medical treatment. Re 
currences were due, in the writer’s opimion, to breaks in the diet or to 
Inadequate pollen therapy which occurred with treatment in other 
hands. Complicating infection was responsible for surgery in 1 patient. 
This surgery Was acd ised in 3 other patients whose cooperation in med 
ical and anti therapy wits lacking or proved impossible, 

Deaths occurred from ileostomy in 2 patients who had no previous 
anti-allergie therapy, and in 3 patients from peritonitis, present when 
first seen or arising during the first one or two weeks of anti-allergic 
and clical ther Death alse oceu!l red from per itonitis in4 patients, 
previously controlled with the writer’s treatment, whose cooperation 
did not continue. All of these deaths from peritonitis occurred in the 
vears prior to the availability of aureomyein, chloromyeetin, strepto 
mvein and azopyrin.- Author abstract. 


Liver Damage Produced by Feeding Alcohol or Sugar and Its Preven 
tion by (Choline Best, Stanleu Hlartroft, Lucas and 
Jessie H. Ridout. Toronto, Canada. Brit. M. J. 2: 1001-06, Nov. 9, 
194%, 


Experiments on white rats indicated that there is no more evidence 
for a specific toxie effect of pure ethyl alcohol upon liver cells than 
there is for one due to sugar. This conclusion was based upon obser 
vations made on animals subjected (for the first time in a study of al 
cohol) to isoculorn paired cling: the nonaleoholie control animals 
were supplied not only with the same quantity of basal diet as was eaten 
hy the animals consuming aleohol (15'¢ vv solution of purified ethanol 
replaced the drinking water of this group) but the caloric intake of the 
nonaleoholic animals was made equal to that of the aleoholies by adding 
real sucrose to their diet These dietary supplements of sucrose 
caused hepatic lesions (fatty changes and fibrosis) so similar in charae 
ter and extent to those produced by an tsocaloric amount of aleohol that 


they were ind stinvuishable \ mildly hy polipot ropa but otherwise 


adequate basal diet (which allowed good growth and maintained total 


liver i} ais nt about 1 ot tre shy weight) permitted the effects of alco 


hol upor the liver to tn studied without compleations due to multiple 


dietary dety } or to excessive ce position of liver fat from the basal 
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phopenia; (2) in 3 slight eases of acute pancreatic necrosis among a 
series of & (375%) the original lymphopenia was replaced by lympho 
eytosis; only after that the lymphocytes returned to normal values. 
According to our previous experience the occurrence of lymphoeytosis 
during acute pancreatic necrosis indicates that the less severe the proe 
ess, the better the prognosis. 

Our findings in 38 cases of acute pancreatic necrosis, 34 of which 


were confirmed, suggest that ly mphopenia up te 48 hours from the onset 


of the process is a valuable diagnostic sign. 5 references, 3 tables. 
Author's abstract. 


‘linieal, Biological and Histological Study of Steatosis of the Liver in 
leoholies (71 cases) (Etude clinique hiologique ef histologuquc des 
etéeatoses du fow chez les alk oolique |ad-propos 71 obse rvrations |). 
R. Cachera, M. Lamotte and 8S. Lamotte Bartillon. Bull. et mém. 
Soc. med. d hop de Paris 66: 976-92, Feb. 21, 1950. 


The authors report a study of the liver changes in 71 chroni¢ aleo- 
holie patients Clinically 54 of these patients showed symptoms of con 
yestive hepatitis and 17 symptoms of cirrhosis. In the 54 cases of con 
yestive hepatitis, 137 liver biopsies showed that steatosis was the chief 
pathologie change in the liver i this form of hepatitis without clinical 
signs of cirrhosis. A number of these patients complained of a feeling 
of heaviness in the mht hypochondrium, but only a few had attacks of 
pain in this area such as are characteristic of cirrhosis of the liver. 
\scites was not observed in cases of steatosis except in a few in which 
the liver biopsy showed evidence of begining sclerosis. In the cases 
of congestive hepatitis of the liver, some showed increase in total serum 
proteins, with a fallin the albumin fraction and an increase in the glob 
alin fraction. The liver function tests showed very little disturbance 
of liver function in these cases This ts explained by the fact that the 
biopsy studies showed that even in cells most heavily infiltrated with 
fatty substances, the nucle retained their normal histologic characteris 
tics. The steatosis observed was an excessive deposition of lipids in 
the hepatic cells rather than a true fatty degeneration. These histo 
lovic observations as We ll as the clinical history of the patients indicate 
that the liver changes are due not to the action of aleohol per se on the 
liver cells but to the n alnutrition resulting from chronie alcoholism, as 


has also been found by other investigators. 14 references 3 figures. 
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ace 


trons results from a direct depression of the activity of the « rythropowwty 
fissue of the marrou Valnutrition and hypoprotememia, tf present, 
undoubtedly contribute. lt is not due to lack of tron and is not helpe d 
by administration of tron unless associated with bleeding or a aross 
dietary deficiency of tron. There is a disturbance of metabolism of tron 
which prevents its proper utilization. Wintorbe has shown that the 
plasma iron is greatly reduced; ut ws rapidly re moved by the tissue and 
it can not be raised to normal even by intravenous myection, The only 
effective treatment consists of measures which overcome the mfection., 
Eprror. 


The Therapeutic Value of Intrasternal Transfusion of Bone Marrow 
(Ueber den therapeutischen Wert der mtrasternalen K noch nmarks 
ubertraguna). Karl H. Butzenaeiaer, Bonn, Germany. Deutsche 
Arch. f. klin. Med. 196: 371-82, Heft 3/4, 1949. 


Whereas many attempts to influence various diseases by intrasternal 
injection of bone marrow have vielded negative results, a few success 
ful cases would seem to justify a further trial of the method. The 
author performed 33 bone marrow transfusions in 17 patients, most of 
whom were suffering from aplastic blood diseases. The series ineluded 
cases of chronic panmyvelophthisis, 2 cases of acute panmyelophthisis 
caused by benzol and one by salvarsan, | case of chronic agranulocytosis, 
1 case of splenopathic medullary inhibition in splenomegalie cirrhosis 
with occult hemorrhages, 3 cases of Iwmphatie leukosis, 1 case of lyin 
phogranulomatosis, 1 case of pernicious anemia, 1 case of anemia in 
endocarditis lenta, 1 case of chronic anemia due to myvomatous hemor 
rhages, and 1 case of acute hemorrhagic anemia due to pulmonary hem 
orrhage in bronehiectasis 

In each transfusion the patient received an average of 4 to 10 ce of 
human bone marrow taken from normal donors (except in 1 case from 
a patient with chronic myeloid leukemia). As a rule several donors are 
required (2 to 3), about 4 to 5 ce. of marrow being aspirated from each. 
The eurves of the various elements of the blood during treatment are 
shown in charts 

In the nu ajority of cases no effect could be demonstrated (nity in 
a few instances there occurred, after a latent period of 2 to 4 davs, an 
increase, lasting up to S days or more, in the number of reticuloevtes, 


hemoglobin, ervthroevtes and leukocytes, with a corresponding im 


provement in the clinieal pieture tut in no case could a determining 
curative effect ty demonstrated, even though in some cases as many as 
Utranstusions were given It is assumed that the observed effects thust 
be attributed to a be matoporetic stimulation of the bone marrow. At 


resent if is not possible, howe ver, to transtuse sufficient armmounts of 


references, 3 figures. 1 table 


marrow to produce a lasting effect 


7 


INTERNAL MEDICINE 


AND DERMATOLOGY 


Pernicious Anaen ia Treated 
John fAtHSON, VWanches 
Now. 12, 1949 
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A New Synthetic Anticoagulant: The Ethy! Ester of Dioxveoumariny! 
Acetic Acid or Tromexan (l'n nouvel anticoagulant de synthése: 
ester ethylique de Vaude dioxrycoumarimyl-acetique ou tromexan), 
Georges Bickel and R. Della Santa. Rev. méd. de la Suisse rom, 69: 
o45-98, Sept. 25, 1949. 


This new synthetic anticoagulant is a Swiss product which is given 
by mouth and acts much more rapidly than dicumarol. Its anticoagu- 
lant action also diminishes rapidly as soon as its administration is 
stopped, the prothrombin level returning to normal in 24 to 48 hours, 
Tromexan has been used in more than 100 cases for its anticoagulant ac 
tion. The usual dosage emploved is 900 mg. daily (30 mg. three times 
daily) for two to four days, and then the datly dosage necessary to main 
tain the prothrombin level at 30 to 40° is determined, Usually 300 mg. 
daily are sufficient, but in some cases 450 mg. daily are necessary. The 
prothrombin is determined daily for the first week of treatment, as a 
rule, but when it is stabilized at the level desired, such determinations 
are made once or twice weekly, 

In more than 60 cases of venous thrombosis treatment by this method 
has had excellent results in 80°). In these cases the temperature be 
came normal in a few days, the edema and pain regressing at the same 
time, so that prolonged immobilization of the extremity was not neces 
sary. In 10 cases of pulmonary embolism treatment with tromexan re 
sulted in no recurrence, A small pulmonary infaret occurred in a case 
of bilateral phlebitis complicated by erysipelas after discontinuance of 
tromexan, im other Case ii second ‘ mibolus occurred das after 
treatment for phlebothrombesis complicated by a pulmonary infaret, 
In both these cases the treatment should have been continued for a 
longer period. In myoeardial infarction tromexan, usually supple 
mented by heparin on the first day, gave excellent results In cerebral 
vascular thrombosis and gangrenous arteritis of the lower extremities, 
results were not so satisfactory, but more prolonged treatment, bewun 
sufficiently early n ay inprove the prognosis in these conditions 9 ref 


erences 


Allergic Disorders and Diseases 


(Comparative Toxicity and Side Effects of the Antihistaminic Drugs. 
Emanuel Schwarte, Brooklyn, N. } Ann. Allergy 7: 770-77, Nov. 
Dee. 1949 


TI comp irative toxie ty and the i! midence of side effects of bena 
drvl, pyribenzamine, neo-antergan, antistine, histadvl and neohetramine 


were studied at dosages adjusted to wive equal therapeutic results in 
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administration of neoantergan (hydrochloride of N-dimethylamino 
ethyl N-para metossibenzilaminopyrin) and intravenous magnesium 
hyposulfite and calcium. The second case was a woman 32 years of age 
with typical clinical symptoms of allergie nephritis. She was given 1 
ampule of neoantergan (0.05 Gm.) 4 times daily. After 4 days her 
blood pressure returned to normal. A brief review of the literature on 
antistine therapy of nephritis is included. 45 references. 


Antihistaminic Effeets of 
Ethylenediamine (Thenfadil) Applied Topieally. F. Luduena 
and stell Ananenko, nsselaer, J. Allergy 434 43, 

Nov. 1949. 


In experiments carried out on 23 volunteers, thenfadil was tested 
against histamine in comparison with other antihistaminie drugs (trip 
elennamine, diphenhydramine and thenylpyramine). The method con 
sisted in applying on the skin of the forearm with (Series A) or without 
(Series B) rubbing, two (in Series A) or four (in Series B) drops of a 
solution of 1 (in Series A) or 2% (in Series B) of histamine HCl in 
the following mixture chethyvlene monoethy| ether D octyl 
aleohol (technical)—3 ece.; distilled water—2Z ec. and ethyl alcohol 
O36 ce. Moderate to intense pruritus, a large red flare and multiple 
Wheals followed the local appleation of histamine. A scoring system, 
with a maximum seore of 12, was devised to grade the histamine reac 
tion, Only individuals with whom a seore of 8 or higher was obtained 
were used for the tests Women gave higher average scores. 

The antihistaminie drugs, in concentration of 1 to 10°7, were applied 
in the way deseribed above, either before (10 minutes to 5 hours) or with 
the histamine solution, The difference between the control (histamine 
alone) and the antihistaminie reading (histamine antihistaminic 
drug) was expre ssed as a peres ntage of the control reading. Redue 
tions in average scores of 50 to 81°) were obtained with thenfadil. In 
some individuals, thenfadil abolished the histamine effeet with the ex 
ception of sn all red spots which appeared to be due to the direct effect 
of the latter substance on capillaries. Tripelennamine was slightly less 
active This drug was more active than thenylpyvramine Diphen 
hvdramine was found to be the least effective antihistamine drug tested. 


references tables Author's abstract 


Mold Fungi in the Etiology of Respiratory Allergie Diseases. XIDL 


The Use of a Concentrated Extract in the Treatment of Mold Sensi 


tive patients Karl Fial: and Frani 4d Rawlma., Toledo, 


Oh Ann. Allergy 7: 610 Ll, Sept 1949 


\pproxin ately DOW patients sensitive to mold were treated with con 
itrated acetone ipitated alter nartia extract, Series prepared by 
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fore insulin therapy the serum potassium concentration varied from a 
normal one to an elevated one of 9.3 mEq. per liter. This finding is 
somewhat surprising in view of the fact that a deficit in total body po 
tassium is present at this time. Factors responsible for this elevated 
serum potassium are discussed. Within 2 to 18 hours after the institu 
tion of insulin therapy the serum potassium concentration fell to levels 
below normal and did not return to normal values until potassium was 


vyiven or food containing potassium was eaten. The rapidity with 
which the serum potassium decreased after insulin therapy was found 
to be related to the insulin effect and the blood pH. 

The factors responsible for the lowering of the serum potassium 
after insulin and other therapy were found to be threefold: (1) expan 
sion of the extracellular space; (2) transfer of potassium from the ex 
tracellular into the intracellular space, and (3) loss of this action in the 
urine, The metabolic studies of one patient with diabetic acidosis are 
presented to illustrate these principles. These studies suggest also 
that sodium deposited intracellularly during potassium deficiency enters 
the extracellular space after insulin therapy. The importance of these 
findings with respect to the need for administration of potassium dur 
ing treatment of patients with diabetic acidosis is discussed, 42 refer 
ences, 4 figures. 2 tables.—Author’s abstract. 


\ Case of Coexisting Insulin Allergy and Insulin Resistance. William 
B. Sherman, New York, N.Y. J. Allergy 21: 49-54, Jan. 1950. 


The serum of a patient with coexisting allergy and resistance to 
ery stalline insulin when tested inh mice bys the method of Lowell, showed 
evidence of a factor protecting mice against heterologous insulin but 
net against human insulin. The specificity of this insulin-neutralizing 
factor suggested that it was an antibody. Skin-sensitizing antibody 
‘reagin’’ reacting with heterologous but not human insulin was also 
demonstrated in the serum. The insulin-neutralizing activity of the 
serum was not affected by heating four hours at 56° C., which destroved 
the skin-sensitizing antibody Under the conditions of the experiment, 
it Was not possible to demonstrate antibody blocking the allergenic ef 
fect of crystalline insulin. Preeipitin tests with the serum and ervs 
talline insulin gave negative results. 20 references. 3 tables.-Au 
thor’s abstract 


Liver Damage in Thyrotoxicosis with Special Reference to the Results 
of Live “unetion Tests in Patients Treated with Thiouracil. 
fadrew All (ilasqow, Scotland. Glasgow M. J. 30: 417-37, 
Dee, 1949 
While an association between liver damage and thyrotoxicosis has 

been known to exist for some considerable time, no general agreement 
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and bears no relationship to the thyrotoxicosis per se. Infeetion is 
known to aggravate thyrotoxicosis but it did not seem probable that 
mere aggravation of the condition could account for the increase of 
hepatic impairment as in both groups the average age, B.M.R. and 
weight loss were closely comparable. In spite of gaining weight a few 
patients showed further impairment of hepatic function under treat 
ment. While this may have been the result of a toxie action of thi 
ouracil no other evidence of toxicity was apparent and this therefore 
seems unlike ly It is prossibele that in these patients the liver damage is 
progressive in spite of control of the ivperthyroid state. 

The relationship to weight loss supports the view that liver damage 
in this disease results from a conditioned deficiency of certain dietary 
factors—eystine, methionine and possibly tocopherol secondary to in 
creased metabolism. | Such deficiency will be intensified by other factors 
such as the patient's appetite and the economic ability to satisfy it and 
also the additional demands made by pregnancy or growth. The eco 
nomic factor may account for the variations in incidence of hepatie im 
pairment found ben different observers depending on the social classes 
from which their material was drawn. The inability to merease pro 
tein intake owing to the rationing system in Great Britain may account 
for the rather higher incidence found in this investigation. Moreover, 
as males tend to receive preferential treatment in regard to the amount 
of protein served at a meal it is a possible explanation of the paradox 
ical sex incidence found here compared with the results of animal ex 
periments Apart from such dietary factors others are concerned As 
a result of increased oxygen uptake in the peripheral parts of the 
lobules, anoxia in the central parts may oceur leading to centrilobular 
necrosis, Thus any faetor which will cause anoxia may precipitate or 

damage Infection, too, seems to plas a part not only 
r the hyperthy roid state but by a direct toxic action on the 


Little correlation has been noted between the results of liver fune 


tion tests and the results of hepatic biopsy and it would seem that such 


tests do not indicate the extent of pathologie change as revenled bys the 


usual histologic methods It is sugvested that increased needs for pro 
tein in hyperthyroidism may deviate glycine for metabolic or replace 
purposes and render it non-avatlable for detoxication. The floceu 
lation tests are largely empirical and positive results may oceur in con 
ditions which are not primarily hepatic Positive results appear to 


depend mainly on a relative excess of gamma globulin while other frae 


ions of the plasma proteins may act as precipitating or inhibiting 
rts Alterations in the plasma proteins may oecur thyrotoxicosis 


asa result 


of excess thyroid hormone, malnutrition or infection and mav 
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plete necrosis with no evidence of viable tumor tissue, It was found 
that the necrotic debris from the destroyed metastatic tumor could still 


concentrate radpojiodine D references. 10 timures. 1 table Author's 
abstrac f. 


Reactions from the Use of Benzodioxane (933 F) in Diagnosis of Pheo 
chromoeytoma Victor A. Drill. Detroit, Mich New England J. 
Med. 241: 777-79, Nov. 17, 1949. 


The benzodioxane derivatives, such as 933F, have been used to aid 
in the diagnosis of pheochromocytoma ; O33F would be expected to pre 
vent the effects of circulating epinephrine produced by a pheochrome 
evtoma, but would be without effect in the patient with other forms of 
hy perts nsion that are not related to the production of epinephrine, A 
test for hypertension due to cireulating epinephrine has been reported 
boy others and was based on the use of adrenolytt compounds such as 
ee However, O33F and related compounds ray produce severe side 
reactions Two such cases are reported wherein the injection of O83F 
produced an immediate and marked rise in systolic and diastolic blood 
pressure and one patient complained of severe precordial pain. In 
both of these cases the systolic pressure is increased to SOO ram. mer 
eury. That this is a central stimulating effect of 983F may be seen 
from the associated increase in pulse rate. Other side effects noted 
were nausea. headache, dizziness and flushing. © references. 2 fig 
ures, Author's abstract 


Effect of ACTH and Cortisone pon an ** Anapliviactoid Reaction.”’ 
Hlans Vontreal, hive _f anada (‘anad M A 
Dee, 1949 


(ortisome corticoid compound ) and purified ACTH inhabit 
the anaphylactoid reaction of the rat to the parente ral administration of 


ite 1) soxveort eosterone acetate (Ca mane ralo corticoid 


pou d) and a highis corticotrophi lopure anterior pituitary prepara 


fian 


failed to inhibit 


indeed te nde to avwravate this reaction 

These observations are discussed in connection with the probable 
marticipation of the adrenal cortex in the vithowenesis of the allergic 
| | 


ind oot called collagen diseases 2 fivures 


futher 


Rerenence To Cunnent Anticus 


‘hyrexine in the Treatment of Myxoedema. F. Dudley Hart and 
lagan, Westminster Medical School, London, England 
512-18, Mareh 4, 1950) 
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kitfeet of Combined Injections of Deoxyeortone Acetate and Ascorbie 
Acid on Rheumatoid Arthritis. E. Lewm and E. Wassen, Gothen 
burg. Sweden Lancet 2: 993, Nov. 26, 1949. 


In a small series of 9 patients (6 women and 3 men) with both mild 
and severe rheumatoid disease of the joints of 2 weeks" to 15 years’ 
standing, the authors observed immediate (within 30 minutes) pain 
relieving effects combined with improvement in mobility of atfected 
Joints after combined injections of 5 mg. desoxycorticosterone acetate 
intramuscularly and 1 Gm, ascorbic acid intravenously. Other effeets 
were exhilaration, feeling of warmth and reddening in articular regions, 
The effeet lasted 2 to 6 hours, occasionally more than 24 hours. The 
most suitable dosage is not vet worked out. Depots were tried. No 
toxic effects were noted 


Treatment of Dupuytren’s Contracture with Vitamin EK. G. Russell 
Thomson, Greenos ko England. Brit. 2: 1382-83, Dee. 17. 1044. 


In a series of 13 patients with Dupuytren’s contracture, involving 


22 hands, all except lL were treated with 200 mg. of ephynal daily, over 
a period of not less than twelve weeks. The involved hands were 
divided into three groups, according to the type and severity of the 


contracture 


] Karty Ciuses, whe re the fingers were not eontracted closer than 
1) towards the parti of 10 such hands involved, D regained full exten 


sion and there was virtual disappearance of the hypertrophied poaalnnvaay 


fascia; 6 were responding well at the time of writing and full extension 
seemed assured. The remainmge 2 did not have any contracture, but 
absorption of palmar nodules was definite 


Late or chronie cases: in this series of S affected hands, the finwers 
flexed into the palm. Administration of ephynal released the fin 

sto some extent and permitted increased movement. As the palmar 
sses absorbed thev were re placed bv bands and, in order to expedite 
recovery, division of these bands was carried out in 4 hands. Full ex 


nsion was obtai ‘ pt W“ here joint i hanwes precluded it 


3S. Old operated cases, with recurrence: 4 such hands were treated: 
’ revained some extension, but in the other 2 dewenerative joint changes 
and scarred skin prevented much improvement 
\ response with ephynal was unusual within six weeks and common 
at about eneht weeks ly several cnuses, acute WAS rienced in 
the palmar tascia and in one case marked swelling and tenderness de 
before the contracture began to respond No toxie sVoiptonmis 
developed in any of these, even after five months’ treatment. 8 refer 
th abstract 
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\ Further Study. Robert I Ruan, 
M. A. 47: 107-08, Feb. 1950 
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a negative Wassermann reaction, and there were no signs of arterio 
sclerosis or leukemia. Also other toxie degenerative changes could be 
excluded. There had been no infectious disease, The lesions in these 
cases of sun or heat stroke consist of reversible vascular processes of a 
severe type. It is suggested that sunstroke may constitute a predispos 
ing factor. It is emphasized that the transitions between functional cir 
culatory disturbances and organic lesions are fleeting. 

In both of the present cases exposure to the sun while swimming led 
to Meniéré’s disturbance of the cochlearis and vestibularis, associated 
with involvement of other cranial nerves. This syndrome is attributed 
to central circulatory disturbances, presumably diapedetic bleeding, 22 
references. Author's abstract. 


Fatal Aplastic Anemia Following Tridione Administration. Sherman 
R Kaplan, Georg Levu and Steven O. Nchwarte, Chicago, Il, Dis. 
Nerv. System 10: 380-41, Now. 1949, 


Tridione (3,5.5-Trimethyloxazolidine. 2,4-dione— Abbott) was intro 
duced as a new anticonvulsant in 1945, and has since been enthusiastically 
received. The majority of clinieal studies report good results, with little 
or no toxicity, from the drug, whereas the occurrence of aplastic anemia 
has not been adequately ‘ mphasized., A review of the literature is pre 
sented which adds 6 fatal cases of aplastic anemia to the one being re 
ported. Other reports are cited in which severe lenkopenias and neutro 
penias occurred following the administration of tridione 

It is unfortunate that the heralding of a new drug is frequently un 
accompanied by adequate warning as to its dangers. Sufficient evidence 
is now available to incriminate tridione as a potent ‘*myelo-cide.”” The 


eariv recognition of marrow depression and inumediate discontinuance 


of the drug make it possible for the marrow to recover, but it seems 


likely that subsequent administration may have equally, or perhaps even 


more serious consequences, Once clinical manifestations of aplastic 
anenna occur, the chances of recovery are most unlikely. Because early 
recognition is thus made imperative, the status of the peripheral blood 
must constantly be checked 

(on the basis of the evidence in the literature, our feeling is that 
tridione acts as a ‘*toxic’™’ depressant with actual marrow destruction, 
The destruction, though ultimately involving all cell types, may damage 
one or another earlier or more seriously, thus giving rise to either 
thrombocytopenia or agranulocytosis as a presenting manifestation, 
lo references Author's abstract. 
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isolated and subjected to radioassay. The count in the right leg was 
found to be 1,620 per minute as compared with 4,000 in the left hind leg. 
It was suggested that Ag’ (half-life 8.2 days) which would be expected 
to behave similar to the isotopes tested, might prove of value as a 
tool for the detection of hidden or obscure abscesses. It would be the 
isotope of choice for this purpose since it has a short half-life (8.2 days) 
and produces gamma rays and should thus be amenable to external 
survey by a sensitive directional Geiger-Muller counter. The high con 
centrations of Ag’ in the livers and feces of the animals indicated in 
confirmation of the work of Seott (Atomic Energy Commission, Declass 
ified Document, 2.18 48.) that silver is exereted by the liver into the 
feces presumably by way of the bile. 6 references. 3 tables Author's 
abstract 


Radium in Treatment of Hemangioma. F. Ronchese, Providence, Rl 
Arch. Dermat. & Syph 60; 717-21, Nov. 1949. 


Twenty-eight patients with infantile cavernous hemangioma, treated 
with radium from 10 to 15 years previously, failed to show any cutane 
ous, bony or joint sequelae, 

A case of uleerated cavernous hemangioma of the vulva, giving con 
siderable discomfort to the infant, is reported to demonstrate that, if 
treatment has to be instituted, no other kind but surface radium is indi 
cated. 

The cases are reported to demonstrate that radiations still have ther 
place in the treatment of selected cases of infantile cavernous hemangi 
oma. No harm is expected to the underlying structures if radium is used 


properly in amount, distance from skin and space between each expo 
sure 


Between an ‘tall for’? radium attitude of some years ago and the 
present trend of condemnation, a happy medium should be followed, and 
radium should be emploved in suitable selected cases S references, 3 
fleures Author's abstract. 
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tificates will also be awarded those physicians whose contributions are 
deemed worthy. 

Contestants residing in the United States must be members of the 
American Medical Association. Those residing in foreign countries 
must be members of a similar organization in their own count ry. The 
Winning coutribution will be selected by a board of impartial judges and 
the award is to be made at the Annual Convention Banquet of the Na 
tional Gastroenterological Association in October of 1950. 

(Certificates awarded to other phy sictans will be mailed to them. The 
decision of the judges will be final. The Association reserves the ex 
elusive right of publishing the winning contribution, and those receiving 
Certificates of Merit, in its Official Publication, review or GasTRO 
ENTEROLOGY 

All entries for the 1950 prize should be limited to 5,000 words, type 
Written in English, prepared in manuscript form, submitted in five 
copies accompanied by an entry letter, and must be received not later 
than 1 June 1950. Entries should be addressed to the National Gastro 
ents rological Association, Broadway, New York N. y. 
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Fungistatic and Fungicidal Action of Cod Liver Oil and a Mixture of 
the Non-Saturated Fatty Acids Derived from this Oil ( Aetion fongt 
stafique et fonguide de Uhuile de fore de morue et d'un mélange 
l‘acides qras fortement non saturés provenant de cette 
frnoldo Tanissa, Lisbon, Portugal. Awn. de derm. et evph. 654 
os, Nov. Dee. 1949, 


In in vitro experiments it was found that a 10% concentration of cod 
iver oil had a definite fungistatic action against the various fund most 
frequently eausing disease of the skin. It was an efficient fungicide 
against some but not all of these fungi. A mixture of three fatty acids 
derived from cod liver oil characterized by long carbon atom chains and 
highly unsaturated was four times as effective as a fungicide against the 
Various species of fungi: tested, and was effective “against some species 
not affected by cod liver oil. This confirms the findings reported by 
others that the fungicidal effect of fatty acids depends upon the length 
of their carbon atom chains and high degree of unsaturation. 16 refer 


tables 
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moren der Haut), Joachim-Johaun Herzberg, Berlin, Germany. 
Dermat. Wsehr, 120: 720-39, Heft 22, 1949 
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Persistent, Aberrant Mongolian Spots. Harold N. Cole Jr.. Winthrop 
A. Hubler and Herbert Z. Lund. Clers land, Ohio. Arch. Dermat. & 
Syph. 61: 244-60, Feb, 1950. 


This is a report of 2 original eases of extrasacral mongolian spots 
showing extensive involvement of the eyelids, forehead and bulbar con 
junctivae, together with a comprehensive review of the literature. Clini 
cal and histologic differentiation between eXtrasacral mongolian spot 
and extensive blue nevus is also discussed. It is pointed out that clini 
cally, the mongolian spot is macular and that the color is essentially the 
same throughout, whereas in the extensive blue nevus the color may 
vary in different parts of the lesion, and the skin surface is often raised 
and irregular. Histologically, in the blue nevus the dermal melanoblasts 
are much more densely clumped together, causing distortion of the 
connective tissue and adjacent structures, while in the mongolian spot 
melanoblasts are widely seattered and no distortion oceurs. 26 refer 
ences. 6 figures Author's abstract. 


Chronic, Allergic, Nodular Cutaneous Polyneuritis (Prurigo Nodularis 
ot Hyde) (Polyne unite cutlaner nodulaire, chronique, allerquque 
Pruriqo nodulaire de Hude\). Martinez Peres. Saragossa, 
Spam and ©. Aguilera Maruri, Santander. Spam. Ann. de derm., et 
ph 623-48, Nov. Dee, 1049. 


A ease of prurigo nodularis is deseribed in a 34 vear-old man with 
“evere pruritus, Several biopsies of the lesions with the surrounding 
skin were made These studies showed that neuritis is the dominant 


pathologie change in this form of prungo, The neuritie process is char 
acterized in the florid period by hypertrophy of axis-evlinders of the 
nerve tranks and fibers in the inflammatory lesions; it results in degen 


eration and disappearance of many nerve fibers and nerve terminations 
with some abortive regeneration of some AXIS-CY rs. In some nerve 
trunks and fiber Ss, the proliferation of Schwann cells that follows the de 
generation of the axis-evlinders results in the formation of small schwan 
nomas. The changes observed in the epidermis (such as acanthosis, 
granulosis, ete.) cor responded to the Classic deseriptions of the disease. 
The pruritus, which is the chief clinical symptom, is the subjective ex 
pression of thy mechanical effect ot scratching in patients in an allergic 
‘tate; the degeneration of fibers and nerve terminations of the vegeta 
tive nervous system may also pre dispose to the production of lichenificea 


thet references 1S figures 
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Clinical Observations on the Treatment of Dermatophytosis with Fatty 
Acids. Birauw Sing, University of Amsterdam, Holland. Derma 
tologica 100; 105-09, Feb. 1950. 


A report is made of the use of curamyeon, a mixture of capronic, 
caprylic, capric and laurie acid, obtainable in Holland in both a 10% 
ointment anda 10°: powder form, in the treatment of dermatophytosis, 
Asa rule, there was a definite improvement in the clinical findings dur 
ing the second week of treatment. A number of patients were treated 
with a modified Whitfield ointment instead of curamyveon ; while this 
omtment had much the same therapeutic effect in the first two weeks of 
treatment, it caused more irritation than curamyeon and often was 
net tolerated for more than a week or two. Curamycon caused less 
irritation and could be used for months in many eases without any irri 
tating effects. In 15 cases in which patients showed skin irritation un 
der treatment with euramyeon, pateh tests on healthy skin with cura 


mveon ontment and its various ingredients gave positive reactions, In 


160 patients never treated with fatty acids, similar skin tests with eura 
mycon ointment gave positive reactions in I8%. This indicates that the 
reactions observed with euramyeon are not due to sensitization, but are 
toxic reactions in individuals sensitive to it. 5 references, 2 tables. 


Histological Studies of the Action of BAL on the Exeretion of Arseno 
benzol (listochemiusche Untersuchungen uber die Wirkung von BAL 
auf die Ausschiedung von Arsenohbenczol). St. Pastinscky and N. 
Simon, University of Debrecen, Hungary. Dermatologica 100: 87 


Feb. 1950 


In experiments on albino mice and rats, arsenobenzol was injected 
and its localization in the tissues determined by Janesd’s histochemical 
method. Some of the animals were given BAL after the injection of 
arsenobenzol, the others being ke pt as controls. There Wiis a rapid ex 
cretion of arsenic in the urine almost tinmediately after the injection of 
arsenobenzol: the amount exereted was larwer and the exeretion more 
rapid in the animals treated with BAL than in the controls. It was 
found that the arsenic was stored in the bowls chiefly in the retieulo 
endothelial svstem (live r, spleen and bone narrow). In the control ani 
mals, the arsenic content of these organs remained high. but in those 
treated with BAL, the arsenic was mobilized from these organs and 
excreted through the kidneys. This probably accounts for the faet, ob 
served clinically, that when BAL is used for the treatment of salvarsan 
dermatitis, the patient remains serologically positive for syphilis, indi 
‘ating that the arsenical has been removed too rapidls from the bawdy to 


exert its full therapeutic action. 32 references. 9 figures 
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by two ** waves’ of excretion of arsenic in the urine. laa case of salvar 
san dermatitis, 2.3-dimereaptopropanol (BAL) was given, and this was 
also followed by the exeretion of arsenic in the urine in two **waves,”’ 
In the first period of excretion, apparently only the arsenic in the cireu 
lation is excreted; in the ease of salvarsan dematitis, this was a small 
amount In the seeond period of excretion, the arsenic freed from the 
tissues is excreted, and the amount excreted at this time in the case of 
salvarsan dermatitis where treatment with BAL was given, was greater 
than in the first per tod of excretion. 10 references, It graphs. 


An Antibiotic Active ugainst Dermatophytes Derived from Bacillus 
Subtilis Raubitschet and A. Dostrovsh Rothschild Hadassah 


University Hospital, Jerusalem. Dermatologica 100: 45 49, Jan. 


In testing the antimyeotic properties of various strains of bacteria 
and non-pathogenic fungi against a strain of trichophyton, it was found 
that a particular strain of Bacillus subtilis was the most active anti 
mycotic. The method of producing an antibiotic substance from this 
strain is deseribed. This substance was found to be active against vari 
ous dermatophytes, but not against C. albicans. So far no animal ex 
periments with this antibiotie drug have been attempted, as it is not vet 
entirely purified and its chemical structure is not known. 9% references 
table 


The Question of the Diagnosis of Mucous Membrane Dermatophytes 
eit fraa Prada einer Schleinmhaut dermatophytu Von Hleiti 
Paldrok and S en Torell, Stockholm. Sweden. Acta dermato-vene 


Jan. 1950 


The authors re port 3 cases of mucous membrane dermatophytes, in 


‘lease of a superficial fungous infection of the perigenital region 


an, amd 2 cases of onvehomvcosis, in which microscople examina 
atertal from the lesions showed only mycelium, but no blasto 
Yet when this material was cultured, only Candida albieans was 
In another case of erosive balanitis, the material from the 
dwitha solution of potassium hydroxide, showed simi 

alb only Wis Growh on ¢ ulture Hence strains 
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The only means of making a correct diagnosis is by 
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employed both implants and intramuscular injection of an extract of 
the pli wental tissue. The cen are sterilized bry heat. The extract 
is given in doses of 2 to 4 ee. 


by daily intramuscular injections in a series 
of 30 to 40 injections, 


Sixty-six patients with psoriasis were treated, 
16 by means of implants and 50 with injections. In the 16 treated with 
implants, the lesions cleared in 4 cases, and showed definite improve 
ment in 5 cases; in the 7 cases in which there was no improvement, 2 
patients were subsequently treated with injections of placental extract 


with very definite improvement. In the 50 patients treated by injection 


of pli icental extract, the lesions cleared com rete ly in 7 cases, showed 


definite in provement cases, and a lesser vree of ment in 


6: in 22 patients there was no improvement, In the cases in whie h the 


lesions cleared completely the skin in some had an entirely normal ap 
pearance; in other cases, the \ showed a brownish pigerie ntation of the 
site of the lesions In some of the cases in which the lesion cleared com 
pletely or showed a definite lnprovement, there Was a recurrence, which 
might oceur within a few months or not fora year or more, This method 


of treatment cannot, therefore, be considered a definite cure of psol LASTS, 


even in the ease in which it gives the best results 

fetter results were obtained in atonic wounds of the legs, in which 
pleat ts of ental tissue were employ ed: in 16 cases of 
uleer type, there were 11 in which healing was obtained ; 
proved, and 2 were not In 
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in the right inguinal region were swollen, and changes were also noted in 
the middle of the thigh and serotum. The lesions on the scrotum sub 


sided, but the other lesions were evidently irreversible. The imitial 
paraphimeosis and the lesions on the chest subsided to some extent. The 
disease seemed to bave a scirrhus-like effect on the stomach but the 
esophagus was not affected It has been suggested that Kronmipecher’s 
vastrointestinal stenosis be pathogeneticalls related to seleroder 
mia The patient died elsewhere from emaciation, secondary anemia 
and hvpoprote 1] references, 3 figures. 


Eve Changes in Tuberculosis of the Skin (Augenveranderungen bet 
Hauttuberkulose ) Rohrschneider, Munster, Germany. Der 
mat, Wsehr. 120: 640-48, Heft 1920, 1949, 


Hitherto no treatise has appeared dealing with the relations between 
tuberculosis of the skin and tuberculosis of the eves. Tuberculosis of 
the skin is that type of tuberculosis in which the eves are most frequently 
affected, and not only in an abortive manner, but as an independent 
progressive ocular disease, In active tuberenlosis of the lungs and in 
surgical tuberculosis, specific ocular changes are rarely encountered. 


lr these conditions, the \ changes oceul predominantly in the choroid, 
in the form of single or multiple foe with no tendency to local extension, 
and thus comparable to Rank’s ‘‘abortive metastases.’’ Such lesions 
may remain stationary throughout the life of the patient. 

In Boeck'’s disease the eve condition is one of the typical SVInptorms ; 
it usually begins independently as a relatively benign disease, although 


seme cases Involvement of the inte! nal eve lead lo loss of Vision. 
\s a rule, the onset is marked by the appearance of a nodular iritis, and 
lows 


frequently by an inflammation of the choroid, retina and optic nerve, 
Heerfordt’s uveoparotitis is probably a partial symptom of Boeck’s 


disease Not infrequently the ocular changes are the first to suggest 
Boeck’s disease \ parenchymatous keratitis has been deseribed in 


Bazin’s erythema induratum, but very few cases have been reported of 
ocular involvement in other forms of tuberculosis of the skin. 


The literature contains few references to eve changes in lupus. 


Ske ptor drew attention to the high incidence of ocular 


involvement in 
lupus in Russia, up te Ss In a series of 164 cases of tuberculosis of 


the skin, predot nanth lupus, the author found positive eve changes mn 


17 of the cases, with pulmonary tuberculosis, in 14°) with tuberculosis 
f the bones and urogenital svstem, and in 22°. with tuberculosis of the 


The study revealed that abortive foci in the fundus were just as 


ibereulosis of the skin as in active tuberculosis of other or 


" \ ation the comerdence ol pulmonary tuberculosis could 
} strated, nor did there appear to ANY ial predilection to 
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Psvehotherapy ina Case of Vulvar Pruritus (Pstcoterapia en un caso de 
pruritto vulvar) Eurique V. Salerno, Buenos Atres, Argenta. 
Prensa med. argent. 37: 150-58, Jan. 20, 1950, 


A woman had suffered from vulvar pruritus for four years. She 
had been subjected to various treatments without experiencing any re 
lief and had finally been unable to work for six months. Her history 
revealed no bodily disease of any significance. She had been married 
twiee but had been frigid to both husbands. She had aborted once, but 
regretted this since she had not become pregnant since that time. It 
was during her aversion to marital relations with her second husband 
that the vulvar pruritus began. This condition grew worse after he 
brought a former mistress to the house. Examination revealed normal 
sex organs and a mveologiec eXatination vielded negative results. The 
patient had a schizoid personality and showed definite psyvchoneurotic 
traits 

\lkaline powder was applied locally and sedatives were adminis 
tered She was then given 21 sessions of psychoanalysis, which are re 
corded in detail, and 2 eleetroshocks, as well as intravenous pentothal 
and deep psychotherapy. Following each treatment her condition be 
came exacerbated, but finally responded gradually to the psychothera 
peutic treatment with complete mental and physical restoration. Her 
condition Was diagnosed as psychosexual immaturity with a pregenital 
libidinous fixation She had suffered from severe heterosexual sup 
pression with a marked tnerease in latent homosexuality. The word 


"would bring on an acute attack 


st thy Tre ntrment of aft Tubereulosis at the Skin 
with Antirabie Vaccine (Controlli « ds ferapra di aleouni casi dt 
va no antirabhico) A. CUhiarenzo, Ca 


f Italy. Dermosifilograf. 24: 456-78, Nov. 1949 


nent has been observed in general paresis and tabes dorsalis 
following administration of antirabie vaecine Also patients with pul 
ivy tuberculosis have shown tmprovement both of their general and 
condition following such treatment for coincident dog bites. Ina 
series of TS such patients, those with predominantly productive nodular 


tration responded with gain on weight, defervescence, resorption 


ial the of the exudative area, and a form of microcavitation. 
Ih pattients presenting a predominantly exudative infiltrating form of the 
the exudate was absorbed, the temperature reduced and the 
we mt ensed Roentgen examination after treatment showed a 
temdencey to diffuse fibrosis and « itrization of the lesions 
Ko —T in expermmental investivation of the mode of action of 
+) 


ese Cises, lmproven ent was attributed to a 
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were administered. The treatment has the advantage in that it can be 
yiven to ambulatory patients by the oral route. Of these 19 patients, 
were completely cured, 5 showed tnarked improvement, 4 partial 
provement and 5 no change. The results depend upon the stage of the 
disease and the anatomic character of the lesions. Complete resolution 
may be expected in early lesions with less infiltration. It is suggested 
that the vasodilating effect of penicillin might help to achieve a better 


distribution of the remedy, 12 references. 


PAS i? Dermatolowic Therapy (/ ‘acido paramtnosale lico ferapia 
lermatologia). G.F.Chiale and L. Levi. Milano, Italy. Gior. ital. 
dermat. e sift. HO: 32H 61, Sept Met. 1949 


A detailed study of the re sults of PAS therapy in 12 of ZO cases of 
tuberculosis of the skin is presented, The other 8 patients hac ambu 


iWitoryv treatment The Various tv pes of tuberculosis of the skin ith 


cluded 7 cases of lupus vulgaris, 2 cases of tuberculosis verrucosa, and 


h ol reulosis colliquativa, scrofulodertia oft the neck, mul 


tiple Ivinphoma, cold abseess with fistula, tuberculous orchi epididymal 


is, Seases of Bazin’s erythema induratio, 1 case of Boeck’s sareoid and 
- cases of lupus erythematodes. A marked clinical improvement was 
noted in oof the 7 cases of lupus vulgaris, with almost complete disap 
pearance of the nonspecific inflammation (congestion and edema) and 
In the other with atroplin SCArS, which were of longer 
duration, the treatment led only to an attenuation of the nonspecific 
inflammation while the persisted Hlowever, there Was some 
improvement in general condition and a detinite gain in weight. The 


2 cases of tuberculosis verrucosa of the hands and feet in adults showed 
restitutio ad intewrum following this treatment; they received 5 series of 
treatments over a period of about 3 months. In these cases histologic 
examination alse revealed a complete cure. Excellent results were ob 
tained in the case of tuberculosa colliquativa, of s« rofuloderma of the 


neck, mul Lpole Ivu prt oma and cold abscess The uleeration healed, the 
linphadenopathy retrogressed, and the residual cavities and fistula 
healed The results in these cases were superior to those obtained by 
any other method. The results obtainable by Charpy'’s method of ad 


istration of vitamin D, were just as good, but a longer period of 


treatment Was required No cure was obtained in the ease of oreh 
epididys tis and the cases of lupus ervthematodes, although 
provement was noted Two of the 3 patients with Bazin’s disease 
showed prompt inal dlefinite provement, with retrogression of the in 
tratio d cleansing and healing of the uleers The third ease was 
nan obese we " with ovarian disturbances and in this patient the 
disease ran a protracted course with persistence of the circulators li 
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ministration must be decided according to the dose producing the mint 
mum ot eariv or late reactions In other words intolerance must be the 


criterion tor dosage A single maximum dose is not to be recommended 
since an acute reaction may prove dangerous. Reactions may also fol 
low a continuous administration of smaller doses, but are not so severe 
and take ver to develop A continuous administration of larwe doses 
is Uhhecessary al d contraindicated because there ts possible danger to 
the puationt The incidence of recurrence and failures is not diminished 
by increasing the dose. It is suggested that a determination of 24-hour 
ealeiuria will vield better information as to the momentary stage of re 
action to vitamin D than other methods hitherto used for this purpose, 
With smaller doses the rise in caleiuria is not so sudden or so severe, 
\ stabilization of the caleiuria may be regarded as a favorable sign. 
10 references 


Vitamin D Therapy for Lupus Vulgaris (Zur Frage der Vitamin D Be 
handlung des Lupus Vulgarts) S Bommer. Berlin, Germanu 
Dermat. Wsebr. 120: 602-09, Heft DS, 1949. 


In contradistinetion to the mode of action of tubereulin and helio 
the rapes th lupus Vulyaris, that of cdhetetie and Vitamin 1) thy 
be considered as an antiallergic effect The administration of vitamin 


D has proved beneficial in some cases of asthma and eezema, The vita 


wets on thi tissues and not on the brane illus A Wwe 1] planned chet 


not only th 


e blood vessels, but also exerts a direct effeet on the 
Xidation sy T he tissues by supplying needed catalyzers (vita 
}and by supplying a proper proportion of nutrients and catalyzers 
ombustion, the products of intermediary metabolism 
widing a favorable soil for the bacilh With on 


and activation of ox dizing ferment svstemis, the ba 


Peri 


i have no favorable conditions for survival and the tuberculous 
Vitamin D has beth these effects Patients whe do not 
show marked tnprovement following adminis 
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patients, was an ulcerative keratoconjunctivitis. In one woman this 
condition led to perforation, requiring enucleation of the eveball. In 2 
patients the treatment had to be discontinued, and in 2 others treatment 
was resumed after the eve condition had cleared. One patient, with an 
extensive lichen scrofulosorum, developed a rapidly progressing severe 
keratoconjunetivitis with uleeration and threatening perforation on the 
seventeenth day of treatment. In one man aged 60 with spondylitis 
of the cervical spine, a lupus lesion on his tongue cleared, but a fungus 
lesion developed in his right knee. Reeurrences took place in 4 patients. 
Evidently even a course of four to six months of treatment is not suffi 
cient to insure against recurrence. Treatment should be continued for 


vear reterences D tables. 


Penicillin Therapy in Life-Threatening Skin Diseases (Zur Pentcilin 
hand ima lehbensheds hlicher Hlautl rankhe ifen). Voncorps, 


heha 
Muster, Grermany \W 120; st, Heft aad, 1949. 


Nine cases of patients with life-threatening skin disease treated with 
penicillin included 3 cases of unusually severe ervsipelas, 1 case of 
chrome recurrent ervsipelas with subsequent eclephantiasis of the eve 
luds, L septic pyvodermia beginning with a staphvlodermia sudoeripara in 

infant, chrome pyodermia (acne conglobata with septicemia), 

pligus Vuluaris al dl l case of mvecosts fungoides in the tumor stage. 
of the 7 etrolowiealls definitely bacterial infeetions responded to 
cillin the rapy with a change in the course of the disease and a life 
ing effect, namely one of ervsipelas with high fever which had not 
dead to sulfamode in a man aged 60, and one of during 
aphvlodermia sudoripara in an infant aged 7 months 

penicillin did not prevent a fatal termination 

In the cases of las, the 

vanced and the dosage of penicillin was probably 

rger doses of pentcallin will be administered in 

~ than 40,0000 units per dose at 3-dav intervals 

or better still a continuous infusion under 

ombined, when indicated, with sulfamide 
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In burns of the first and second degree superficial disinfeetion fre 
quentiv proves inadequate. Repeated swabbing of the reddened or 
blistered areas with the sal evliic acid solution, followed by a sterile 
gauze dressing atter the aleohol has evaporated, is recommended, On 

. the larger blisters may be pierced to permit escape of 


the following da‘ 
fluid, and the treatment 


is repeated, with resulting surprisingly rapid 
epidermization. Good results have been obtained in burns caused by 
sulfuric aetd and strong alkali lve. It is emphasized that the solution 
tnust not be applied over too extensive areas, however, because there is 
the danger of absorption of the salievlie acid, and it should never be 
used in third degree burns. In burns of first and second degree, the use 
of salieyle acid solution will shorten the course and improve the cos 
metic end result. 


Pachyvdermia Plicata with Hypertrophic Pachyperiostosis ol Pachy 
odertuia in Association With Bronehopulmonary Carcinoma 

ermia plicata mit hype rtrophischer Pac hypervostose | Pachy 

wlermte | Ihr Auftreten bei brone hopulmonal n Nares 
Caster, Eaidio S. Maceet and Fidel Schaposnk, 
Atres, Argenta, Sehweiz. med. Wsebr. SO: 25-28, Jan. 14, 


Pachydermia plieata, first described by Jadassohn in 1906, is known 


by several other names such as cutis verticis evrata, pachydermia corti 
ceelada, bulldog sealp, encephatoid seaip cutis striata, ete About on 
cases been reported up te 142 


The condition consists of a econ 
siele rable Ker 


ve and hypertrophy of the skin with formation of deep 
The most usual location is on the forehead, vertex 


urrows may be parallel, spindle-shaped or cerebri 
forn Phere is no acute inflammation 


and tixed furrows 
and The f 
A combination of this anomaly 
With hvpertropiie pertostosis is desertbed in the literature as osteode1 
hvpertrophica and also as cutis vertieis evrata, which accounts 
for the diserepaney in the reported number of cases 

A brief review of the literature is presented with tabulated data re 
garding location, duration and age of patients. The majority of the 
(' to 40 vears of age and the disease had 

Males are chiefly affected but a few 


cnses have been reported also in females 


Cases Were reported i persons 


been present from 1 to 28 vears 


Following an insidious onset, 
the disease progresses slowly with moderate joint pain, diminished 
working capacity, gradual enlargement of the hands and feet and finally 


the «hk “al chang mm the skin and hones A case of pachvdermia 


pri pertropl pachyperostosis in a oman suffering from 
bron 


~ cle d in detail fine case 
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without a reaction, 5°) showing a slight sear and 10° an atrophy of the 
skin. Reeurrence took place in O'« of these cases, 

Contact radiothe rapy has been abandoned as a method of treatment 
for cicatricial keloid because the results are uncertain, At present the 
preferred method of treatment for these cases is surgical removal fol 
lowed by prophylactic radiotherapy. The incidence of recurrence is 
greatly diminished by this procedure 

Two thirds of the malignant and benign tumors treated during the 
eight-year period responded favorably and these patients could be dis 
charged free of sVinptoms, and have remained so for 2 to 5 vears, In 
one third of the cases the patients have remained well for 6 to 8 vears, 


2 references 12 figures. 


Vitamin D, in Dermatologic Affections (Vitamin D, vid dermatologiska 


By Mon, Stock holm, Sime de Svenska Liikartidn. 47: 
403-98, Mareh 3, 1950, 


Following a review of the literature on the favorable results ob 
tained in lupus vulgaris by Charpy, Dowling and Prosser Thomas and 
Lombholt, the author states that he, too, has had excellent results, but 


has observed numerous cases of recurrence in apparently clinically 


eured instances For this reason he recommends the combination of 
Vitamin D, therapy with Finsen light treatment. The results are ob 


tuined more rapidly with this combination than by vitamin D. alone, as 


confirmed yy other German and Swiss cde rmatolowists The best and 


most rapid response is of course obtained in early cases A previous 
roentgen treatment seems to retard the effect The dose of vitamin 1). 


i 1M to UAL units daily for 3 weeks with intervals of seve ral weeks. 


In clinieally cured patients administration of 25 to SO.000 units is ree 


ommended during the winter months The treatment is contramaicated 


the presence of heart disease or renal disturbances, and pationts 


should be propert informed to pre vent nitions, 


Since January, 1948, 11 patients with benign lvinphogranulomatosis 


re treated with Vitamin 1) with a cdefinite beneficial effect The 


were thy sarcoid t After 2to 3S weeks of treatment, 


the skin changes bevan to retrowress, the infiltration became softer and 


the deep bluish Violet discoloration yun te The reneral 


“ed the process, the less favorable were the results, and the more 


irked the intolerance for vitamin D In mild lesions a good tolerance 
Was shown, te te Looe units daily eould be administered 
without ettoacts Ir the thore severe Cases th dosaws had to be re 
duced. In one case with marked pulmonary and bone lesions, the treat 
ent to te ais ntinued after 10 to 12 davs because there was «le 
velopment of serious renal dystunction with an inerease in residual 


roven ane ure sVinptorm- As a rule, treatment is bewun with 100 
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After consideration of the resemblance of the Sensors disturbances 
in this condition te those of other disorders characterized by a lowered 
threshold of the skin for various sensory stimuli, it was decided to excise 
experimentally all or portions of the implicated dermatone in a typical 
case of postherpetic neuralgia. The result achieved was so highly satis 
factory that the procedure has been emploved in other cases. The four 
cases in Which involved skin and subcutaneous tissue were excised have 
been reported in brief The results were considered excellent in two, 
moderately satisfactory in the third, and unsatisfactory in the fourth 
case 

Pathologic studies of skin excised at operation, as well as skin and 
other tissues obtained at autopsy patients with herp zoster but 
not subjected to **dermatomectomy.’* have been briefly recorded The 
scarring and persistent inflammatory infiltration noted would appear to 
be competent contributing factors in the production of the pathologic 
heural mechanism responsible for postherpetic neuralgia. The fact that 
not all vietims of be rpes Zoster suffer from this complieation poses a 
probien: that remains obscure 

1 rope revaluation of the re ported surgical method of treatment for 
Postherpetic neuralgia, a d modifications of the procedure tiust 


await further trial references fivures 


\ Acid Treatment in Psoriasis Woalliam ohen, Prove 
dence, ROL. Rhode Island M. 32: 667, 676. Dee. 1949 


Psoriasis isa disease of all aves, predominately affeet iy persons over 
| 


vears of ave It known to remmin ulized in sites of predilection 
of ((ulescence and recurrences Sviptome such 


as itching and burning are not a factor in alleases, but the tendency to re 


currence is a prominent feature of psoriasis Its cause is still unknown: 
however, there is some evidences pomts to disturbanee in lipord 
metabolism, and mianv ive stiuntors have noticed the hereditary influ 
enee in about Lo of the causes 


ndeevieme acid was re ported for the treatment of hiv 
Henry Perlman of Philad Ilpina in February 1949. The author has 7 
to report, private, The dosage emploved was the amount 
sugvestedin Dr. Perlman’s first papers: perls, each containing 44 Gm. 
given three times daily before or after meals The dosave given later 
was in accordance with that in Dr. Perlman’s last article (July Oth): 


nes daily, contaming 44 Go. of undeevlenie acid 


taken for three days. Five are taken between breakfast and lunch, 5 
supper, and before retiring hye next three dave 
lU perils are taken three tine “daily, and followed 1D peris three times 


daily for an ut Inite period of 
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Stevens Johnson Disease. tlliam Barha., ll and Arthur M. Tyson, 
Jacksonville, Fla. U.S. Armed Forces M..J. 1: 39-45, Jan. 1950. 


StevensJolnson disease should be termed Stevens-Johnson syn 
drome, a manifestation of erythema multiforme. The manifestations 
are primarily protean in nature. It is a severe systemic condition. The 
onset is characterized by the insidious appearance of stomatitis and 
ophthalmia followed by an eruption and a variety of systemic reactions, 


The course of the disease has been uninfluenced by therapy but the see 


ondary complications are well controlled by antibacterial and supportive 
therapy 

The ophthalmia usually occurs as a catarrhal conjunctivitis, purulent 
conjunctivitis or membranous conjunctivitis. The oral lesions start as 
vesicles which uleerate. The lesions may extend into the tracheobron 
chial tree and or the esophagus. The skin eruption starts as erythe 
inatous macules with a marked tendency to peri-orificial concentration. 
The macules may proceed to vesicles or bullae, or become hemorrhagic 
Temperatures may be high or low. The systemic symptoms vary from 
headache to prostration. Positive electrocardiographie observations 
and chest x-rav fir dings are reported The sy ndrome occurs primarily 
in the spring and fall, affecting five men to one woman. The duration 
varies from oto S6 days. All ages have been affected. The peripheral 
blowd may show a leukopenia or leukemoid reaction. Severe gastro 
intestinal and genitourinary symptoms have been reported. 

Ocular complications are common, Therapy is supportive and di 
rected at preventing complieations Penicillin is of proven value in re 
ducing secondary complications of skin and eves. It should be given 
parenterally and locally. The pupils shonld be dilated. The value of 

! inte drugs is not established but thes seemed to influence 
irse of the case reported and should be used until their 
established as the disease presents a picture of antigen 


is unknown although a variety of fae 


vens.Johlnson evndrome in a D>-Vear old white virl Is 
cture was one of cervical adenitis followed by fever, 
natitis and an « rs thematous macular eruption, most 
pertorificial areas. Temperatures ranged from 100 
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Evidence is offered which demonstrates the potency of this material, 
Its stability is such that it may stand at room temperature for a year 
without clinically apparent loss of potency, It is delivered with ease 


from a tuberculin type syringe through a 26-gage needle. The dosages 


Which may be safely given are at least fifty times as great as those of 


other materials 


The results of patch tests indicate that the material is climeally 
active. The treatment results for one year of treatment were satisfac 


tory in 78°. of 113 cases; the results for two successive vears of treat 


ment were satistactoryv in 91°. of 46 cases; the results for three succes 


sive vears of treatment were satisfactory in 92°° of 13 cases Author's 


dustract 


\ Climieal Study of the Use of Nitrogen Mustard Therapy in Poly 
eythemia Vera. Charles L. Spurr, Taylor R. Smith, Matthew Block 
and Leon O. Jacobson, Chicago, Il. J. Lab. & Clin. Med. 35: 252-64, 

Feb. 1050) 


\ group ot 10 eases of polvevth mina Vera is presented with a brief 


review of earlier therapy as a basis for evaluating the response to nitro 


gen mustard therapy The standard course of O.1 me. methyl-bis (B 


chloroethvl]) hvadrochlorick per Ke aot weight intravenously 


al 


reduced the average hematoerit from 50¢> to 44% in 4.4 weeks. A hema 
toerit of OD was used as the criterion for the onset of relapse Two 


our consecutive davs, yiven in patients prepared by phlebotomy, 


patients relapsed within 4 months, 2 within 4 to 6 months; 4 patients had 


rethissions of O to S months, and y 4 had remissions of S months or lonwer 


The average riod of remission was 6. months Two patients with 


eases of ten and twenty vears’ duration cle veloped leukemoid reactions 


after ret sstons of and 30 months 


The prompt hematologie and clinical response is considered advan 


taugeous and warrants extended observation of this method of therapy 


tables Author's abstract 


\topie Dermatitrs (Infantile Rezema) and Asthma. B. Kanee, 
Mav 1950) 


ent with ACTH is reported of a white male infant aged 


14 months, who suffered from a generalized atopic dermatitis and re 


irring astl i since the ave of 3 and 12 weeks, respectivels During the 


at the re Wiis it rapid and dran atic recovery trom 


These diseases tend to recur when the rapy is diseonti ued, but in this 
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ane considerable clinical tmprovement was still evident after eight 
week Ira ent intense pallor, listlessness and abdominal distention 
were the on clinical stile noted and followed each in 
jection of ACTH and were due to the oxvtocin contaminant in the hor 


nvestigations confirm the observation that ACTH 


an stiniiiate a dramatic decrease in reulating eosinophils and suggest 
that t! init madre tered this case was insufficient to produce un 
le rat effort 
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bullae promptly reeurred, On a maintenance dose of 8,250 mg. capsules 
daily, the patient was practically free from bullous lesions 231 days after 
the onset of the disease and in very good general condition. The total 
dose of aureomyein was more than 250 Gm. Chloromycetin was used 
for two weeks after a recurrence but proved ineffective. 

Study of the sternal bone marrow showed a preponderance of fat 
globules varving in size under oil immersion power. The cellularity was 
decreased to almost absent in several sections. A decrease in erythro 
polesis with an apparent shift to the left was observed. Erythropoiesis 
was normoblastic in nature with a significant Increase in numbers of 
nophilie mveloes tes and eosinophils, Megakaryvocy tes were present 
in sufficient quantity. 3 references. 4 figures.— Author's abstract. 


Causes and Treatment of Eezema. R. 7. Brain, Royal Free Hospital. 
London. England Brit. M. J. 1: 717-20, Mareh 25, 1950. 


KRezema is defined as the er uption peculiar to the hiy per sensitive skin, 
the hypersensitivity being inherited or aequired. Although the histo 
logic features of eczema are essentially inflammatory in nature and 
justify the term ‘*dermatitis’’ the clinieal picture of the early lesions ts 
sufficier thy characteristic and consists of yrouped, diserete, minute papu 
lovesicles tending to crust or to exude. Two groups of factors are im 
portant etiologically. The constitutional and inherited factors are 
particularly prominent in infantile eczema but in all eases itis important 
to consider that the « ruption rmiay be produced by contact witha speentic 
allergen The technic of patel testing is deseribed and the need of 
judging positive reactions with adequate controls is mentioned. The 
Various ‘ide’ eruptions are quoted as examples of eczema being second 
ary to some primary localized infection of the skin and it ts thought likely 
that other foet of infection in the teeth, tonsils, or sinuses and all varie 
ties of skin infection or injury might provide allergens causing second 
ary eczema. The facility with which an area of occupational dermatitis 
nay become eezematized is described 

Under treatment, to which three quarters of the pauper is devoted, 
the general management of the patient is discussed and measures for the 
relief of syviptoms and the assocmted anxiety state are considered 


amphetamine drugs given early in the day are advo 


ated f the depressed patient, provided sleep is not disturbed, and 
nt nme drugs have beet veneralls tnetlective in econ 
trolling the eczematous eruption, they are of value when given in the 
eve because of their sedative properties, which are profound in 
pects The use of ephedrine combined with phenobarbitone and 
the svnervic effect of combining atropine, ergotamine, and a barbiturate 


ire advocated as a sedative to the capillary vessels and to the vegetative 


+ 
nervous svstem 
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“yuamous cell epithelioma, erythematoid benign epithelioma (Graham 
Little), the entity known in England as **molluscum sebaceum,’* com 
mon, filiform and plane warts, seborrheic warts, senile keratomata, pig 
mented moles, malignant melanoma and malignant lentigo, lupus vul 
. Sareoid, leukemia and syphilis. 4 references. 5 figures. 
Author's abstract 


varis 


\ureomyein in the Treatment of Diseases of the Skin. Arthur J. 
Pi lap Rockville Centre. N. Y Urol & Cutan. Rev. 54: 222-24, 
April 1950. 

\ureomyei either by mouth, by local application in a 3 ointment, 


using petrolatum as a base, or both was used ina series of 78 cases com 


sing 9% different dermatologic conditions. The ointment was found 


(be a specific for certain conditions, particularly herpes simplex, and 


for various pyodermas such as the pustules of acne, syveosts vulgaris, 
recurrent furuneculosis and infected lew uleers. The combined use of 
the ointment and the oral aureomvein was a specific for herpes zoster, 


Pen plicus showed varving response; no patients were the 


olntment and onlv 2 bv the capsules ; these have been ina remission for 
ISmonths Aureomvern ointment did not alter the course of pemphigus, 
atitis herpetiformis, epidermophytosis or aene vulgaris Aureo 

is tmdieated in all viral and pvowetiie skin conditions It should 

no by mouth on the deeper infections and locally where the infee 
superficial, Combined therapy is frequently of greater use than 
orsvstemic use of the drug. There were no cases of sensi 

, either primary or allergic, in any of the 78 cases studied. It 

the most efficient and economical of the antibiotic drugs that we 


the at dermatolows references tubles 


in Dermatologic Conditions I Philip Lowenfish, 


1} patients with various chrome skin diseases were 
special process extract of tar. Except for the cases of 
puitients received unfiltered roentyven- ray therapy, plus 


these, 41, or showed marked or moderate umn 


<tuchied were Psoriasis, neureoce rriatitis, atopre om 
dermatitis, chrome recurrent contact dermatitis, vari 
atitis, and lichen planus It would seem from 

emploved in conjunetion with roent 
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dry patch of dermatitis on the forehead. Museles of the neck, chest and 
artis were swollen and tender, being soft and doughy on palpation. 

The clinical course was rapidly downhill. The muscle involvement 
spread to all areas of the body and the patient weakened progressively. 
Bronchopneumonia developed and the patient was too weak to clear his 
throat of the secretions. Urine creatine excretion was 58 nig. per 100 
ee. The urine contained granular and hyaline casts and bacteria. The 
red blood cell count fell te 3.32 and the white blood cell count rose to 
12,500, Death occurred on the sixteenth day of hospitalization from 
suffocation by mucus in the pharynx and edema of the pharyngeal mus 
cles. ‘Treatment consisted of penicillin, parenteral nutrients and pro 
stigmine \utopsy revealed bronchopneumonia, myocarditis, passive 
congestion of visceral organs and soft edematous muscles. The muscles 
showed edema, loss of striations, hyaline degeneration and fragmenta 
tronoef the fibers. Some perivascular round cell infiltration was present. 

The literature on dermatomyositis is reviewed, including the various 
theories of etiology and pathogenesis. Differential diagnosis includes 
the other collagen diseases, trichiniasis, serum sickness, giant urticaria, 
scleroderma adultorum and myasthenia gravis. No drug has been effiea 
cious in treatment. Para-aminobenzote acid has been of value in the 
hands of some investigators, ACTH is expected to be of value. 21 
references, Author's abstract 


Treatment of Seabies with a New Compound * Robert L. Patterson, 
Chattanooga, Tenn, South. M. 4.438: 449-50, May 1950 


One hundred twenty patients with scabies were treated with a new 
synthetic compound, N-ethylo-protono-toluidide. This product ts mar 
keted by the J. R. Geigy Company under the trade name Eurax. Each 
patient Was instructed to apply the entire contents of a 70 Gm. tube of 
olitment at one appheation to the entire cutaneous surface, from the tip 
ft the chin to the tip of the toes At the end of 24 hours a bath was 


ordered, On this regimen S8.3°° of these patients were cured with one 


application of t] intment. The remaining 11.7 required a second 
ilar treatment, following which they were all cured. A marked anti 
pruritic etfeet wast oted within an hour of application in all cases No 


evidence of contact sensitization was noted in the series Secondary 
and ondars infections did not prove a contra 
of the ormtment references 1 table Author's 
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the same preparation was emploved in 4 other resistant cases of sycosts 
vulgaris, and approximately 40 other examples of cutaneous pyogenic 
infections, with uniformly excellent results. No instances of sensitiza- 
tion were encountered, 

To determine more accurately, however, the sensitizing potentialities 
of the new antibiotic drug when used locally, in order not to duplicate the 
unfortunate experiences frequently observed w ith the local use of sulfon 
amide and penicillin, a series of prophetic patch tests was performed 
in 127 subjects This method of determining the index of sensitiza 
tion is far from infallible, since the condition of actual use is not duphi 
cated; nevertheless, the tests do indicate some idea of the irritating and 
sensitizing properties of a loeal medicament. No positive reactions 
were noted. In chronic pyogenic infections of the skin, where simple 
measures have failed, 3°) aureomvein ointment appears to be extremely 
effective. From all indications, the preparation has a low, local sensitiz 


ing potential. 3S references. 1 figure. 1 table.--Author’s abstract. 


Delaved and Persistent Dermographia. Frederwk Kale, C. M. Bower 
md Hope Prichard, Montreal, Canada. Arch. Dermat. & Svph. 61: 
772-80, Maw 1950 


\n unusual case of dermographia of many years’ duration was ob 
served ina 45-year-old man. The disorder started in 1936, immediately 
after an eruption of a widespread dermatitis of unknown origin, The 
previous history was newative with regard to allergic or cutaneous dis 
orders and the family history was equally non-contributory. He had 


been suffering since 1086 from an urtiearia which showed no connection 


with either intake of certain foods, with nervous upsets or with infee 


cf min kind tion of any kind, however, Wiis followed by an 


urticarial lesion at the site of trauma which occurred after a latent 


6 to S hours and which persisted for about 24 hours, Sitting on 


nth ird ‘ hint would ire followed hi artal whenals aon his buttocks after 


several hours, plaving golf was often followed by an edematous swelling 


of feet. arms and thighs or earrving a bag would result in an edematous 
«welling of his palms. Urticarial lesions were often found at his belt 
region or over his shoulder when he carried a golf bag 


Careful examination revealed no abnormalities other than bis cutane 


is reactions and intradermal tests and seratceh tests to inhalants, food 


ind rnoulds: nothing of note was shown except the dermographic reac 
tion which oecurred as in the other instances after a latent period of 
~-veral hours and persisted for about one dav. Controlled stimul: such 
is stroking with the blunt tongue ce pressor, pin prick and application 
fa blood pressure ¢ uff resulted in the samme phenomenon, the appear 


anee of urticarial wheals of diffuse edema reaching its maximum after 


hours and rsisting for 24 hours or more 
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in the records as ** ‘tabeess-like,”’ or ‘*kerion.’’ Tinea in the 
city due to this species did not differ in age, race or sex distribution from 
that due to the others, except that the age incidence was restricted more 
largely to the 4and 5-vear bracket. The manner of transmission was not 
determined, but is presumed to have been bys dogs and cats. Summer 
occurrence of these cases and their seattered distribution through the 
city accords with that presumption. The infection is regarded in the 
literature as being animal-borne. 

The culture of the organism recovered is described and illustrated. 
Its colony is wide and circular, with a brownish color, most deep in a 
broad central zone, a felt-like or powdery fuzz, a folded knob at the 
center and a light wooly fringe. Numerous macroconidia are of blunt 
spindle shape and variously non-uniform appearance. 9% references. 3 
figures.— Author's abstract. 


Syphilis and Other Venereal Diseases 


Treatment of Early Syphilis with Penicillin and Bismuth Subsalieylate. 


PardoCastello and Osvaldo y Pardo, Habana. Cuba. Arch. 
Dermat. & Syph. 61: 196-202, Feb. 1950, 


The pres nt puiperis a preliminary report ona schedule in progress 
nour syphilis cline for the treatment of early syphilis with 10,000,000 
units of ervstalline peer ieillin G, divided into 20 doses dissolved in 3 ee. 


of sodium chloride each dose, plus 10 to 2O doses of bismuth subsalies late. 


Penicillin was administered in 20 days and bismuth took from 5 to 10 


weeks at the rate of 1 ec. two times a week. Forty one patients com 


pleted the schedule and the follow up for the entire group has been from 


>} to 1) months The re have heen ne clinteal ar serological relapses, 


This study was based on the belief that constant blood concentrations of 


eatme! fsvphilis and that therefore no special menstruum wa 


were not necessary for the achievement of wood results in the 


Thea 
to dissolve this antibiotic drug We believe that penietilin is 
ve when administered for a longet period, 20 days in our sche 


} 
le’, 


hat usually emploved. We also believe that the use of a bis 


uth prepagation in conjunction with penicillin enhances the value and 


etiveness of the treatment kurt} er investigations along these lines 
1] references table Author's abstract. 


Chioramphenicol® in Karly Syphilis. Raymond C. V. Robin 
/ i Vartin i if obert Duvall Baltimore. Vd Am J 
Gionor, & Ven. Dis. 22: 50-14, Now. 1940 
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To prevent spinal cord degeneration 
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With the discovery of By, another important hemoporetic factor present 
in liver us established 

No substitutes for quality liver preparations in the treatment of perni- 
crous anemia have been confirmed, but By offers a substitute for liver 
therapy in treating those pernicious anemia patients who exhibit a sens. 
tivity to liver extract. It also offers an important adjunct to liver therapy 
in treating pernicious anemia, nutritional macrocytic anemia, nontropical 
sprue and tropical sprue 
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HAY FEVER SUFFERERS 
COME TO YOU 
FOR RELIEF 


ORGAN ON 


Nearly 3,000,000 hay fever 
sufferers—seven out of every ten who have 
this distressing malady—come to you and other 
physicians for relief. You can offer many of your patients 
prompt, gratifying relief by prescribing Cehistra, for it pro- 
vides an effective dual attack on hay fever symptoms. Cehistra 
combines in each ‘effervescent tablet 10 mg. of prophenpyridamine 
(available as the maleate), ane of the most effective antihistaminics avail- 
able today, and 100 mg. of vitamin C, in itself valuable in helping the defense 
mechanism, together with 320 mg. (5 gre.) of aspirin and several alkalizers. 
Cehistra tablets form in water a sparkling, pleasant-tasting, effervescent solution 
which assures prompt action in the symptomatic relief of most common allergies be- 
cause the active ingredients are available in complete solution ready for immediate use 
by the body. You and your patients will be pleased with the therapeutic efficacy, remark- 
able freedom from untoward effects, and superior palatability of Cehistra. 


Dosoge: One tablet, dissolved in a glass of water, every 3 or 4 hours. 


Avoiobility. Vials of 10 effervescent tablets. Cehistra is never advertised to the laity. 
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